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PREFACE. 
HE following Letter was written in con- 
ſequence of a motion made in the Houſe 
of Commons by Mr. Burke, and ſeconded by 
Mr. Fox, for a committe to be appointed,  (con- 


Sd" 
fing of the managers n order to inquire into 


the cauſe of the duration of the trial 'of | 


Mr. Haſtings. As the report was not deli- 


vered until Thurſday the 17th of April, the 
Publication of the Letter was delayed, and the 
delay has given the writer an opportunity: to add, 


in a poſteript, an abſtract of the teſtimony of 


Low Cornwallis. pe 
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"By all parties, and by all deſcription of i men, 
the length of the trial is reprobated; che writer 
conceives i "would be highly indecent in him, 
to go ins Points, on which the Managets, che 


Lords, and the defendant Mr. Haſtings are at 
iſſue; but there can be no impropriety in fairly 


ſtating 
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ſtating his opinion, as to the fundamental cauſe of 
the delay in the trial, which if it be well found- 
ed neithet originated with this Houle of 
Commons, nor with the Lords, nor with Mr, 
Haſtings. Py 5 = E | 


Mr. Burke on > the 14th o of Feb. 1791, made 


the following pertinent obſervation ir in a ſpeech t 
relative to the impeachment. 25 1 
3 T here was another fallacy made by thoſe, n 
ne who, to ſcreen the criminal, were always ca- te 


# 


« villing at the conduct of thoſe entruſted by 


e the Houſe with this proſecution, —That in 


cc three years they had not gone through abore 7 
« four articles. The fact is this; ; the crimes | of 
ec had been found ſo numerous, that they had not in 


as uſual, divided them into ſeparate article 
og into claſſes, Under each of. the claſſes 


« (in form callgd articles). were included a num- mi, 
P＋’‚ſß ß“, SHELLY VE Ad CALLE? JHA Ss £1 | 
ber of, charges, . ſufficient ro have copſtitured * 
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* a ſeparate impeachment ; and he might affirm, 
that in the whole body of charges, was in- 
cluded as much criminal matter as had occurred 
perhaps, in all the impeachments which were to \ 
« be met with in Engliſh Niſory -. ö 
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Mr. Burke, in this paſſage, flates a fact of 
the utmoſt importance, and he ſtates it moſt . 
iruly. Need we ſeek deeper for the great cauſe 
of delay in the trial of Mr. Haſtings? The cri- 
minal allegations on the twenty articles, are ſaid 
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And indeed the report itſelf admits, that ane 
cauſe of the duration of the trial is, {be nature 
of the charge preferred How a charge including 
in it acts ſtated to have been done /wenty I 
Years age, including in it acts which his Majeſty's 
Miniſters gt warmly approved, and by which 
millions have been brought into the public Ex- 
chequer, came to be preferred, againſt a man 

| he's | 
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who 1 performed eſſential, and important fer= 
vices to his country, is the queſtion, chat ] have 
attempted to diſcuſs with impartiality in the fol- 
lowing Letter. I have endeavoured in the diſ- 
cuſſion of it, to ſpeak of the laſt Houſe of Com- 


mons with the reſpe& which is due to it, from 


eyery loyal ſubject. As to the preſent Honſe, it 
has never pronounced an opinion even pro forma, 
on the merits of the impeachment. The firſt 
queſtion it determined was, that the impeach- 
ment was depending, that is, that it was not 
abated by the diſſolution ꝙf the laſt Parliament. 
The ſecond and the only remaining vote was, 


that the Managers ſhould be rettricted from go- 


ing further on with the articles, ſave as far as they 


had a reference to contracts. I am therefore 
warranted in affirming, that as 4 Honſe, the 


preſent Parliament does not know any. N of 


che articles voted ” the last. 
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Nag ” 
tion, the ſentence pronounced by the Court, be- 


yond all bounds, exceeded the offence. In other 


words, what the law of England would have pu- 
niſhed, at, the utmoſt, „th fing and n 
ment, 2 of Scotland puniſhed, by what is 
tantamount to tranſportation for life. 


EY 
The real band l in the caſe | in 


which you bear ſo difinguiſhed a part, is, that the 
2 while by law, Mr. Hafling is deemed 
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innocent, bas 
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gratified beyond all doubt, by the general efeem 
8 9 bi PAL held in. Scat Rrigain, 
,and thronghous Euro 2 It muſt alfa lord him 
_the higheſt pleaſure, 39 gehegt. that a0, ons, ns- 


tive of India has complained. of his ; 


on the contrary, all unite in bearing teſtimony 
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larger föm chat any Couit Ever imd Ugg 
an individual, except in the diſgtateful dat af = 
Charles the Second, when fines w. were” intended 
fo er Kentenkees of en ape — 
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I SAO I may be Ae to 
exatrſiie; in cool aud gusfdell Haga; tch! 
truth'sf the following aMertion;” Whith yo Was 
pledfeSto rhake in Weſtminſter Hall) gud 46 17 
very erb wut audiende à feu days Ago Tt 
© neither the Houſe of Commons, nor the ma- 


** nagers were to blame, for ihe delay that a. 
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. 
The Houſe of Commons, taken collectively, 
will, J am ſure, be of opinion, that an gag. 


ment which has laſted ſeven years, and, in the. 
ſupport of which, ſo very large a ſum. of public 


money has been voted, is as free a ſubject for 15 


public diſcuſſion, as Lord Chatham's n 


ment of the navy, or any other political oc oc uf 


rence of the preſent day. I am ſorry, that you, - 


who are a friend to the freedom of the preſs, 


did once entertain different - ſentiments... You 


were pleaſed to make a ſpecific complaint tothe 


Hauſe, in February 1788, againſt the publiſher 


of a very able pamphlet, in which the charges 


preferred by the laſt Houſe of Commons, againſt 
were diſpaſſionately examined. 


Upon, your mot, 


e ee eee Fox: Eben 


he complained to the Houſe of the pamphlet, and they were 


introduced by the Attorney-General, in his information, as 


fllſe, wicked, ſeditious, and libellous. 
« What credit can we give ta multiplied charges, when 


« we 


? ', bis Majeſty, was requeſted ta 
order his Attorney- General to proſecute the: 
; publiſher. A Britiſh, Jury Aarexqnaiod, that it 

was ug libel. Al inſerted. core | eee Fo 
Lenght T6 e ον,τẽ2 SHI! ſages ' 


* 
grein * Drs and, however frong a 


may appear, when taken ſeparately, were viewed 
TY differently, when conſidered with the con- 
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« find chat . in miſrepreſentation, and falf- 


6 hood 2” 


« An REA be of error in judgment, with A tao 


* the quantum of a fine, and for an intention that never was 
66 executed, and never known to the offẽnding party, charae- 
76 terizes a tribunal inquiſitous, rather, han A Court of Pars 
« lament B oF 33 3 £4 
9 The other charges ane ſo, W FIRE or 
« founded in ſuch groſs miſrepreſentations, that they would 
« ndt affect an öbſcure individual, much leſs a public cha- 


« racter: They are merely added to ſwell the catalogue f 


« accuſations, as if the boldneſs of calumny would inſure its 


« ſucceſs, and a multiplicity of charges, were an accumula- 


« tion-of Erimes. Thirtern of them paſſed in the Houſe of 


0 Commons, not only without inveſtigation, but without be- 

« ing read; and without inquiry, argument, or oonviction. 
A majory determined to impeach, oppoſite parties met each 
« other, and juſtled in the dark, to perplex the political 
* drama, and bring the hero to a tragic cataſtrophe.” 


« The office of calm deliberate juſtice, is to redreſs griev- ' 


2? 


i anges, as well as e puniſh offences: It has been affirmed,” 


* that the natives of India have been deeply-injured : but has 


any motion been made, 1 male them compenſation for the in- 
« juries they have ſuftained 2 Have the accuſers of Mr. Haſ- 
© tings ever propoſed to bring back the Robillas to the coun- 


try from which they were expelled, to reſtore Cheyt Zing | 
to the Zemindary of Benares, or to return the Nabob of 
* Qude the preſent which the Governor of Bengal received 
from him, for _ benefit 9 Till ſuch mea- 


du res 
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tent. The pamphlet was, in fact, 4 7 
10 4 pamphlet ; for in a pamphlet were the 
charges againſt Mr. Haſtings printed, and eir- 
culated throughout the nation. Laier evento 
. 


. 


In this leur, if — expreffici 
ſhould eſcape me, I hope it vill be pardoned. » 
my meaning is to fate calmly” and Ciſpatioh- 
ately, whit I believe to be tbe real ang . 
au inthe erial of Mr. hin 5 . 


| S 3: 
biz Hinſe, of Commons is fo far from being - 
to blame fot the delay, that it has diſplayed - 
nnr. 


+” 
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5 Tr. x : 8 $i * «| * 3 


1 2 
« world has every reaſon to conclude, that the Impeathl- : 
TY 9s bas * 

5 . A, 1 
of which Mr Fox complained, died i 2 = wor 
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I 
chat an Impeachment was not abated by à diſſo- 
lution, it ordered the Managers to cloſe the pro- 
- ſecution with the article of Contracts, and the 
the recommencement of the trial, in this Parlia 
ment. | I LEAN I 


Ia anothet- inſtance, the *Honſe difplayed an 
 - eager -anxiety to finiſn the trial. When Mr. 
Haſtings had cloſed his defence, in the aft Jeſ- 
ben, dhe Lords appointed an early day for the 
«reply. - Unfortunately for the acceleration of 

juſtice," the Gentlemen with whom you af, de- 


fired to pofipone the reply to this ſeſſion, but the 


Houſe, would not agree to-the propufition. 


Mn 


Mr. Grey, a Manager, 4 Patriot, and à E. 


former, who opened a caſe /# frong, that it would 
have precladed the neceffity f any reply,” had. 
it been ſupported by evidenee, applied "for fur- 


ther time'14 Ne ſaid that one hundred clerks were 


employed day and nigh , in preparing materials 
for bir is in replying to The fit artiele ; that ſo 
nos kin 
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nn. 8 elapſe before be. commenced 
bis rephy, as to leave no bope of concluding it in 


_ the laſt ſeſſion; and he aſked-it''as 4 fauor, to 


pPoſtpone the trial to this ſeſſion. After ſucb 4 
"requeſt, a meſſage was fent to the Lords, re 
quiring ſirtber . and 55 trial was are 
#0 this year. ARR 


From this ſtatement it is clear, that the Houſe 
is not to blame for the delay. It rejected the 
fiſt motion of the Managers, who wanted to 
put off the trial to this year; and it complied 
| with the ſecond, becauſe: Mr. Grey told them, he 
could not go on at the time fixed by the Lordi. 
The Houſe, in anal ber inſtauce, ſhewed its 
anxiety to cloſe the trial. It is a fact well 
known, and was publicly mentioned by Major 
Maitland in the Houfe, that Mr. Haſtipgs was 
under the neceſlity of writing letters to many 
of his friends, who were Members, and to other 
Gentlemen, earneſtly requeſting them to attend, 
in order. to make a Houſe, that bit trial might go 


ag—Strange. indeed, but true! ! Not only 
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E 
were the Houſe, but the Managers, if 1 may 
judge from their abſenting themſelves, tired of | | 
ſo tedious a trial. To remedy the inconvenience. 
ariſing from non-attendance, this Houſe agreed 
that the Managers might go into the Hall, 
without firſt putting the ſpeaker in the chair. 
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2 might take the liberty of commenting 
upon any part of the proceedings of this Houſe 
of Commons, I ſhould ſay that it committed 4 
material error, when it adopted, without invęſti- 
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gation,” or enquiry, a great number of articles 
which had been voted haſtily, by the laſt Houſe: 
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Io vote that a diffolution does not abate an 
impeachment is one thing but to adopt, with - 
out any ſort of examination, the articles voted 
by a former Parliament, is another. The pre. 
ſent Houſe never did enquire, and therefore can- 
not be ſuppoſed 10 łνxé whether the articles 
voted by the laſt wer vue, or falſ e. 
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If 1 were to argue from what this Houſe has 
done in each ſeſſion, but more particularly in the 

| 1aft, I muſt conclude, that they believe ihe ar- 
ticles to be unfounded in all their material paris. a 


tte Periſh our commerce | ſaid Mr. Wyndham) 
—M but preſerve the Conſtitution.” 


| The » Houſe which applauded- this ſenti · 

1 ment would have ſaid, . Let the Eaſt- India 

| « Company be annihilated, rather than Parlia- 
tc ment ſhould forfeit its integrity,” provided 
they had thought, as you profeſs to do, that all 
our acquiſitions in India are the fruits of robbery, 
injuſtice, oppreſſion, and breach of faith. If one 
effect of this wide-waſting war has been to diſ- 

able the Company from paying in this year at 
leaſt, that half million which Mr. Pitt took cre- 


'/ dirfor as confidently as if it had been in the 5 
hequer, what would be our ſituation, if the 2 
articles voted againſt Mr. Haſtings; by the laſt 1 


Parliament, were true, Believe me, Mr. Fox, 3 
this is a very ſerious conſideration, and will weigh A 


upon L 


„ 
upon the minds of ſober, and thinking men 
more and more every day. 


Ts it for the credit of a great and enlightened 
nation, that there exiſts at this moment, in the 
Journals of its repreſentative body, a ſeries of re- 


ſolutions and articles, condemning in the frongeſt 


Pallible terms, the various meaſures, by which the 
aggregate of our Indian n has been pro- 
cured ? 


Is it for your credit, Mr. Fox, to have allowed 
a bill to paſs, without oppoſition to that mate- 


rial part of it, which gives to the public, from 


the plunder of India, half a million ſterling, an- 


nually, for twenty years, while a gentleman is un- 


der trial, by a parliamentary impeachment, for 
the meaſures, by which alone, either the pro- 
prietors, or the public, can receive a ſhilling 
from India ? That Mr. Burke ſhould have vio- 


lated his folems pledge,” and abſented himſelf 


while this bill, ſo fatal to his fame, was depending, 
I do not wonder. From him I have nothing 
but ae and abſurdity to expect, on the 
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ſubject of India. But you, who proſecute for 
juſtice ſake, that you ſhould have allowed ſuch a 
bill to paſs, without pointing out how 1ncon- 


ſiſtent it was with the impeachment, which you 


were ſupporting in the name of the people of Great 


Britain, is, indeed, a ſubject of great aſtoniſh- 
ment to me, as often as I reflect upon it. 


Iwill not interrupt your attention by extra- 
neous matter; but if you will condeſcend to look 
to the note below,“ you will ſee, that upon 7he 


principles, ſupported at different times by Mr. 
Dandas, Mr. Burke, Mr. Fox, and a former 


Parliament, inſtead of being entitled to receive 
half a million fterling a year from India in future, 
this country wes io the princes of India, the 


ſum - 


The Impeachment, like Mr. Fox's Bill, was grounded 
bn the Reports of the Secret and Select Committees. | 
I Mr. Fox were again to be the Miniſter of Great Britain, 


and if he were to retain the opinions which he now profeſſes 
to hold—If Mr. Dundas were to reſume his former character, 


to abandon the ex/raordinary affertion as coming from him, 


that India had eminently proſpered under the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, and to maintain the truth of Reſolutions moved 4y 


Sinyelf, and voted by the Houſe of Commons in 1782, then 


_ i, +» my 5 


the © 


* — 
1— — mY > Py _ 4 og 


. 


. | 
6 of thirty-four millions, ſeven bundred, and den 
| . R. | 


Shall Parliament degrade itſelf, by ſaying, 
* Non rapui ſed recpi” ? God. forbid, Upon 
1555 cool 


the follow ing ſtatement would agree with the Journals of Par- 

liament. | : 

| Great Britain debtor to India. > 
The Mogul Shaw Allum. 


Tribute 21 years at 300,v00l. per ann. — 6, 300, oo 
Intereſt — 4,200,000 
Corah and Allahabad, at coke: — 6,300,000 
Intereſt for ditto k— 1, 200, 00 


Total — (21,000,000 


N. B. There is a reſolution on the Journals of the Houſe 
of Commons, moved by Mr. Dundas in April, 1782, and 
voted unanimouſly, in which it is affirmed, **That the ſtoppage 
of the Mogul's tribute, and the ſale of Corah and Allaha- 
„bad, were contrary to policy and good faith, and that ſuch 
« wife and practicable meaſures /zauld be adopted, as may tend 
© to redeem the national honeur, and recover the confidence of 
* the Princes of India. Tiuelve years are elapſed ſince this 
Reſolution was wted; ten years ſince Mr. Dundas has been 
the India Miniſter ; but the Mogul has never received a rupee, 
and his eyes were put out by a ſavage in 1589. He is ſtill 
nominal Emperor of Indoſtan ; his name (as Mr. Burke 
truly ſays) is ſtamped on our coins, and he” is daily prayed 
for in every moſque in India. U fa 
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cool and candid enquiry, it will appear, I truſt, 
that Mr. Dundas, and your friends, wete igno- 
rant, uninformed men, when you held the opt- 


nions 
Cheyt Sing. 
Increaſed rent of Benares, at 200, oool. per ann. 2,800,000 
Bedjygur prize money — — 3 oo, ooo 
- Intereſt — 8 1,200,000 
£-5,300,000 | 


N. B. On the caſe of Cheyt Sing there are two Reports 
from the Select and one from the Secret Committee; when 
Mr. Dundas moved the recal of Mr. Haſtings in 1782, he 
particularly lamented the fate of that unfortunate Prince, Cheyt 
Sing. If he were wnju/tly diſpaſſeſſed, it is diſgraceful to Mui. 
fers not to have reſtored him long ago, ſince they have not 
only the power ſo to do, but the law profitively preſcribes that 
they ſhould engiire into, and redraſi all injuries, done to Ze- 
mindars, and landholders of every deſcription. 


Begum of Oude. 
Money taken from her Zenan — Foo, ooo 
Intereſt — — 1,200, ooo 


: C. 1,800,000 


N. B. This money was taken from the Begum in February, 
17823 an account of its having been taken from her, arrived 
in England in july 1782. From that time to this, no idea 
has been entertained of repaying her this ſum; and the Begum, 
who is a very ſhrewd, ſmart old woman, aſked a Gentleman 
who repeated the heads of Mr. Sheridan's ſpe:ch to her 
through a curtain, why ſome of her volunteer champions had 
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Fairly entitled to the great mat * raws from 
India, 
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not propoſed to retirn the money, which they thong had 
been unjuſtly forced from her. 
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Nabob of Bengal. 
One hundred and ſixty thouſand pounds a year | | 
for 22 years  — — — 3.520, 0 5 

Intereſt t — 2,240, 000 
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N. B. By a treaty concluded with the Nabob of Bengal in 
1770, the Company engaged to pay him 380,000]. a year; 
the Directors reduced the ſtipend to 160,000]. at which it 
has continued ever fince : and Lord Cornwallis has ſaid that 
the ſum is ſufficient for his expences ; but Mr. Burke has 

_ claſſed 7his amongſt the inſtances of breach of faith on the part 
of Mr. Haſtings. The India Miniſter has not added one rupee T 

to his ſtipend. 
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Received i in1 conch 1, and 2—and W the 
public ſervice. '— — — — 200,000 
Intereſt —— | e 6 650,000 


e 7 


Theſe ſeveral ſums make a total of thirty- four millions, 
ſcven hundred, and ten thouſand pounds. In other words, if 
the Government of Bengal, and the Company at home, had 


not 
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Althdugh I can ſee no ground for imputing 


delay to this Houſe of Commons, I think the 
managers have much to anſwer for on this head. 


In ſupport of the charges, twenty-two days 
were employed in ſpeeches*, and the caſe, from 
thoſe ſpeeches, appeared /o frong, that any rational 


not adopted the ſeveral meaſures above ſpecified, the Com- 
pany, that is the nation, would have owed this enormous 
ſum in addition to the debt it now owes—or, if the zation diſap- 
proving, as Mr. Dundas, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Burke, have 


| done, of the ſeveral meaſures above · mentioned, ſhould take 


the only flep by which its character can be retrieved, and pay 
zack the ſums of which India has been plundered for the ad- 
vantage of England, then it muſt raiſe upon the people of 


England the ſum of thirty-four millions, ſeven bnndred, and 


ren r 

1 N. Burke ſpoke 8 days 
Mr. Fox 3 — 
Mr. Anſtruther 2 — 
Mr. Grey —— 
Mr. Adam 4 Gb 
- Mr. Petham 1— 
Mir. St. John 1 — 
Mr. James Erſkine 1 — 

22 


man 
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11 


man would have believed, there could be no ne- | 
ceſity to waſte a moment in reply. At the cloſe 


of this Letter, I ſhall print, as a moſt invalu- 
able literary curioſity, certain extracts from thoſe 
ſpeeches, and in an oppoſite column, certain ex- 
tracts from the minutes of evidence. Poſſibly 
the impartial part of mankind may conclude, 
that every moment employed in applying an 
epithet, which ſubſequent evidence did not 
prove to be truly applied, was a moment waſted. 
In that caſe, much valuable time was certainly 
loſt by the managers, | 

But that a neceſſity aroſe for continuing the 
trial beyond one ſeſſion of Parliament, and thereby 
ſetting a moſt dangerous and alarmi ng precedent 


for trials by impeachment, is not in any degree 
to be attributed to the managers, but to the nature 


4 


of the charge preferred, which rendered its being 


finiſhed in one year, abſolutely impoſſible, -: 
| ; | ; 4 e 2 


— 
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How a charge of ſuch a nature came to be 


preferred, I ſhall proceed to ſtate, in che hope 
that, as it was the firft inſtance, ſo it will be the 


D la, 


W eK 


* 
* 22 8 b | n F | . | VOM * 
reer 
A o p ue x. wats tale tu andy 45 - * 
1 4 p * * * "©, \ 
W. - Pa * 3 — * 


% KV "It o - —* 
N N 
* NN X 4 1 
D 

. 


- —— — — 2 2 whey 
2 4 : * * 
N I. * 


3 


| 8 8 * 
, we» . 2 by 
1 Fo 8 K 


* & -» : 
* 9 1 » * 


NR Wen 


* 1 
<> . —— — 5 
. I ry [ * * 
; 8 2 * 

”— * 5 * 8 J "+ . 
n * * — L _ l , Pr 
— * N 

— IS as . ®.. * 10 . 4 


Co 


— 


* 8 = FYY* age £m ' 
4 I p — -" * a , Fs 
1 % 2 — 9 g - 4 
« 4 Fw" Ko, RY a * 
3 N A on 4 n Wo EF , T C — 


r 


7 $- Fay. 


— Aa 


rr LG 
. & 911 4 
3 — * 


dy Vl * 


9 
f 
+ 2 


Wann = 
2 


"Sa 

2 

Ne 
be 7 


k * * * 
N 
* 8 Wy 
© | 


Pa. '» 7 


EY 


r 
4 r 2 


257 

* E. _ 
r 
. TY 5 


IE : = So 54S 
, 4 
4 * W b 
Nr 4 * 


— Fo —ͤ4— = 8 ' 
n D 
* 
> = 
A 


. . 2 
> : q 
x 
F 
1 G 
* * 
e 
* —— 
4 » „ > Sy 
—_ * X 
22 2 


I 
pres 1940 29.” Aa 
wa” 00S 

. 4 2 


Ho tes Nee 2 


24 
: q 
15 
1 
9 2 
"8 
12 
1 
5 
i 
MK , 
** 
1 
K * 
5. 
17 
: 
| 
14 


. 2 
n —_ 


— . 
— 


yr N 
4 

> — 

0 had: 


11 
lad, in which ſuch a mode of proceeding will be 
adopted. 800 7 


| It appears from the journals, that in the month 
of March, 1786, Mr. Burke preſented to the 
Houſe large volumes of charges, which in- 
cluded every a&t done by Mr. Haſtings, in a 
Government of thirteen years ; civil, military, 
political, or financial. Each act was afhrmed 
by Mr. Burke, io be a high crime and miſdemeanor. 


After various debates upon the proper mode 
of proceeding, it was at laſt determined, that in 
a committee of the whole Houſe, each charge 
ſhould be ſeparately conſidered, and the queſ- 
tion on each was agreed to be, that it contained 
in ſubſtance, matter fit for impeachment. 


Under this arrangem nt, you opened the 
matter contained in ane volume, and entitled the 
Benares charge. The committee determined, 
that in this' volume, 2 W ee matter 


* . 0? 


The 


1% J 


The only two gentlemen who took a diſ- 


tinguiſhed part in the debate, were kenne 
Mr. Pitt. 


Vour argument was, that for three ſucceſſive 
years, Mr. Haſtings exacted fifty thouſand 
pounds a year from Cheyt Sing, as a public 
contribution in war. That the exaction a @ 
high crime and miſdemeanor, becauſe it was @ vio- 
lation of a ſolemn treaty. That he further or- 


dered him to furniſh a corps of cavalry in the year 


1780, which was alſo a high crime and miſde- 
meanor, becauſe Cheyt Sing was not bound by 
treaty to furniſh any ſuch aid. That to propoſe 
to puniſh him by fine, for omitting} to obey, or 
for tardily obeying orders which were illegal, 
was an additional crime, that his exputfion was a 
crime, and that the country being completely ruin- 
ed in conſequence of his expulſion, was alſo a 
high crime, for which Mr. Haſtings was greatly 
reſponſible. | His motive for all theſe ctiminal 
acts, was ftated to be malice, and dee 
ruin nd Sass. 
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Though many may differ from you in opi- 
nion, yet all muſt allow, that upon this, as 
upon all other ſubjects, your argument was in- 
telligible to the meaneſi capacity. No man was 
more ready than Mr. Haſtings to declare, that 
if you made out your firſt propoſition, if you proved 
- he had no right to demand military aid from 
Cheyt Sing, all your conclufions followed of 
courſe, ; Ks 


Mr. Pitt, in the ableſt ſpeech that ever was 
delivered in Parliament, proved (to my convic- 
tion at leaſt) that Mr. Haſtings had a right to 
demand aſſiſtance from Cheyt Sing in war. He 
fully diſproved the charge of malice by a refer- 
ence to dates, and he hurled the thunder of his 


eloquence againſt Mr. Burke, for making % 


groundleſs a charge. He ſtated the conduct of 


Cheyt Sing to be contumacious and criminal, and 


he ſaid that Mr. Haſtings had every reaſon to be- 
lieue him diſaffected to rhe Britiſh Government. 
He admitted that Cheyt Sing deſerved to be pu- 
niſbed, but the crime of Mr. Haſtings conſiſted in 
the meaſure of the puniſhment he meant to inſlict upon 
earth, 15 him, 


— 


— bo — 


a 3 


bin. The ſum of fifty: lacks was (e enormous, 
te grinding, .. oppreſſive, a crime, a high crime!” 


As to the expulſion, of Cheyt Sing, it was 
neceſſary, nor were any ef the ſubſequent mea- 
ſures in any reſpect blameable, in the opinion of 
Mr. Pitt. - 


I was in the Houſe when this ſpeech was de- 
livered, and I paid the utmoſt attention to every 
{yllable that fell both from bim and from you. 


Iam ſure I mean to ſtate irg the arguments | 


of each. Ens ! 1 0 e 


You went through he charge, as Mr. Burke 
drew it up, and endeavoured to impreſs this idea 


upon the Houſe That as Mr. Haſtings having 


conceived malice againſt Cheyt Sing, in 17 77» 


did, in order to ruin him, make an illegal de- 
mand of five lacks from him in 4778 that he 
did the, ſame in 1779—the ſame in i780—thar 
in 1780, he alſo demanded the ſeryi ice of a corps 
of caralry; that he propoſed to fine him for 


difobedience—that | in the.s next Ten, be put him 
. under 
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under an arreſt, in order to exact a moſt enor. 
mous fine from him that his being reſcued 
from that arreſt afforded a pretext for his ex- 


pulſion and total ruin, and thus had Mr. Haſ. 


tings fully accompliſhed zhe ſcheme in 1781 
which he had formed fo early as in 1777. 


Mr. Pitt explained himſelf too clearly to be 
miſunderſtood—< The fine which Mr. Haſtings 
& propoſed to levy on Cheyt Sing, was beyond 
t "all proportion exorbitant, unjuſt, and tyrannical. 

«This aft of oppreſſion was ſuch, as ought to 
make one of the articles, if an impeachment 
* ſhould be, voted ; being, in his judgment, a 
Fr my high c crime and miſdemeanor.” “ 


He meant to confine himſelf expreſsly to 
'« the exorbitancy of the fine.“ 


A reference ro Mr. Pitt's printed ſpeech,* 
from which theſe partial extracts are taken, 
will prove that I have given his argument 
| JOY» as I hope I have done yours, 


* F Debates, J 3th June, I 786. 
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In the following year, 1 787, this volume was 
ſent to a ſecret Committee, who were ordered to 
frame the matter contained in it, into an article 
of impeachment. The preſent managers and 
Mr. Francis compoſed. that Committe. Mr. 
Pitt, at the ſame time ſignified his intention. to 
move amendments to the article in a future 
ſtage of the proceedings, ſo as to take the true 
ſenſe of the Houſe upon the ſubject. Nothing 
could be fairer than the mode he propoſed — 
why he afterwards departed from it, is known 
to God and his own conſcience. \ But miſerable 
have been the conſequences, to the character of the 
country for juſtice, to Mr. Haſtings, and to the 
public. Allow me, Mr. Fox, to ſtate 1be fact, 
fairly, and truly. 72. 


Mr. Haſtings has been arraigned ſever years in 


the name of all the people of Great Britain, for ex- 
acting large ſums of money from Cheyt Sing, for 
the public ſervice, contrary to realy, and againſt 


right, This fundamental propoſition never was 
voted, unleſs pro forma. Two members of the 
greateſt weight in the Houſe ſpoke upon it. 
| Yourſelf, and Mr, Pitt, Light and darkneſs 
are 
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are not more oppeſte, than your opinions on the 
ſubject, yet an article expreſſiy founded on public 
exactions having been made contrary to rreaty 
and 70 right, was ultimately voted, without the 
ſenſe of the houſe baving been taken upon it. I 
ſtate this, as the firſt, and the great ground 
of delay. On Mr. Pitt's principles, the trial 
of the Benares charge could not have laſted One 
Day.— There was no reaſon to believe that the 
late Houſe' differed with him in opinion. On 
the contrary, 1 think I ſhall prove, to the 
conviftien of all rational men, that they would 
have agreed with him I ftate the mode in 
which the Benares article was voted, as the 
firſt great cauſe of delay in the trial. The pro- 
ſecution and defence of this article took up 
Twenty-five Days. How much the Reply may 
take up, no man can gueſs ; as yet it has not 
advanced a ſtep, in three /itting days. 


I cannot bring my mind to believe, that the 
late Houſe differed from Mr. Pitt, becauſe in 
the ſame year (1787) that the impeachment was 
voted, Mr. Dundas began a practice which he 
has very laudably continued from that year, to 

the 
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the preſent time, He preſented to the Houſe a 


comprehenſive view of the affairs of Britiſh In- 
dia. He preſented accounts to the Houſe, ſtating 
the amount of the public revenues, and the 
ſources from which they ſprung. Did he ever 
make any deduction from the revenues of Benares, 
either on account of the ruin brought upon that 
country by the expulſion of Cheyt Sing, or from any 
idea that Mr. Haſtings had taken two hundred 
thouſand pounds a. year from Benares, more than he 
had a right to take? Certainly not. Did any 


one manager, or any other member, diſpute his 


calculations? Was not Mr. Dundas in the habit 
of ſaying, that flouriſhing as was the State of 
the Bengal Government, and productive as were 
its reſources, they would become more and more 


ſo every year ? And did not the accounts of 


each ſubſequent year prove that Mr. Dundas 
was cell informed? Is it then to be ſuppoſed, 
for a moment, that if Mr. Pitt, with the influence 


attached, and properly attached to his ſtation, - 


had taken the ſenſe” of the Houſe in any year, 
upon the Benares charge, a majority would not 
have concurred with him in opinion, that Mr. 
9 8 E Haſtings 
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Haſtings had a right to demand military aid 


from Cheyt Sing in war; that there was no 
ground to believe he was actuated by malice, in 


making the demand; that the conduct of 


Cheyt Sing was /o contumacious, as to deſerve 71- 
niſbment; and that the country was not ruined by 


bis expulſion, becauſe it had paid the increaſed 


revenue to the public, which Mr. Haſtings had 
ſettled 2 What the determination of the Houſe 
would have been, I cannot doubt, and that the 
queſtion was not brought fairly before them, 1 
deem to be a very ſericus public misfortune. 


I do not preſume to blame the gentlemen 
who drew up this article. Ir was extremely na- 
tural, that Mr. Burke and yourſelf, who 'were 
the leading members of the Secret Committee, 
ſhould have preſented your oꝛon ideas to the Houſe 
of Commons. The' injuſtice exerciſed upon 


Cheyt Sing, was one great ground upon which 


you argued in the courſe of your on India 


Bill, and his reſtoration to Benares was ſecured by 
. a clauſcof that bill. 4 


But 


L 
But that Mr. Francis (who though afier- 


wards rejected as a Manager, was a Mem- 


ber of the Secret Committee that drew up the 
articles,) acquieſcing in the demand made upon 
Cheyt Sing in the firſt year, concurring in the ſe- 
cond, and giving his ful approbation to all that 
was done in the third, ſhould have joined in 
voting thoſe ſeveral acts to be criminal, does in- 


deed aftonyſh me. 


Still more extraordinary 1s it, that Mr. Auſtru- 
ther ſhould have taken an active part in ſupport 
of this charge, even in Weſtminſter Hall. 


That gentleman ſtepped forth a volunteer in 
defence of Mr. Haſtings on this very ſubje& 
but a few years before. As 4 Proprietor of India 
fock, he told us in a very full Court, chat from 
all he had read, and all he had heard, he was con- 
vinced that Cheyt Sing was bound to afford mili- 
tary aid to his ſovereign, the Eaſt India Com- 
pany : and lie moſt ably defended Mr. Haſtings 
in: all that he had done, for the public ſervice. 


E2 Another 
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Another Gentleman! Sir Gilbert Elliot, fur- 


priſed me not a little alſo. That worthy baronet 


had aſſured Mr. Haſtings, that he had been fo 
much © accuſtomed to entertain reſpect, and 
«© even Jincere affefion for him, he did not know 


&« how to conſider himſelf as a ſtranger 70 vin, 


* who was the Frſt object of the admiration, re- 


© gard, and gratitude of the perſon whom he 95 
& Joved in the world.” Yet he was a Member of 
the Committee who drew the articles, and i is a 


manager oy 


With the exception of theſe three gentlemen, 
the Committee was compoſed of members, who 
had been in the habit of treating the whole India 
Government as a ſyſtem of robbery, injuſtice, 
oppreſſion, violence, and breach of faith, and 
they have been conſiſtent. I again lament, that 
the Houſe, never did in point of Fact, give its opi- 
nion on the ground and Bafis of the Benares 
charge, becauſe I think it morally impoſſible, that 
an aſſembly ſo enlightened as the late Houſe of 
Commons unqueſtionably was, could have agreed 
with wp ger, that there was any engage- 

ment 


(- | 
ment ſubſiſting between the Eaſt India Compa- 
ny, and Cheyt Sing, which precluded the for- 


mer as a ſovereign, from calling upon the latter 


as a ſubjef, to contribute an extraordinary ſup- 
ply to the public ſervice, at a moment of extra- 
ordinary emergency. Again I repeat, that the 
matter was fully and completely argued by Mr. 
Pitt in 1786, but moſt unfortunately he never 


did, what he pledęed himſelf uo do in 1787, ; 


namely, move an amendment to the article, by 
which the Fe of the FO would bave been well 


known, = | 


In the next article, the Begum, the fame mode 
was obſerved. The queſtion in ſubſtance, was, 
that in the volume preſented by Mr. Burke, un- 
der the title of Begums of Oude, there was mat- 


ter fit for impeachment. 


On this article, Mr. Pitt gave his opinion 
very fully, and though concurring in the ge- 
neral vote, he expreſſiy declared, that the charge 
of cruelty preferred againſt Mr. 1 was un⸗ 
founded. | | Pr OT 
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1 1 
We have had ſo many ſcenes of real horror 
to contemplate of late, that the citious diſtreſſes 
of the Begums and their ennuchs, ccaſe to intereſt 


us: 
Strange and inconſiſtent is man!! 


How feelingly has Mr, Burke deſcribed op. 
preſſions chat never were practiſed in India. 
How has he wept over the fate of two eunuchs, 
whoſe puniſhment extended to temporary con- 
finement in a palace! ! How has he deſcribed the 
miſeries ſuſtained by two old ladies, who have 
unjuſtly acquired immenſe treaſures that they 
cannot uſe, and who ſuffered a very ſlight re- 
ſtraint, which would have been removed the in- 
fant they gave up a ſmall part of thoſe trea- 
' ſures. Yet with what indifference, or worſe 
than indifference, did he hear of the confine- 
ment of three European gentlemen in dun- 
geons, damp and deep, whole only crime was, 
an attempt to give their country a better con- 


ſtitution, after a Government was overturned, 
which 


1413 
which Mr. Burke has himſelf deſcribed, © as the 
determined enemies to the freedom of mankind! ! PP 


The /ingle point to which Mr. Pitt gave his 
ſupport in the Begum charge, might have been 
determined in three days at moſt, The proſecu- 
tion and defence of this article, took up chirty- 
five days. How long the reply may laſt, I can. 
not conjecture. 


The preſents were voted preciſely in the ſame 
manner, 9 | 

One complete year, in which the Court ſat 
ſeventeen days, was expended in debates on evi- 
dence, and in references to the judges. The 
diſputed point was, whether evidence relating 
to tranſactions which were ſaid to have hap- 
pened, 7wenty-twwo years ago, ought to be ad- 
mitted. And here I humbly conceive, that juſ- 


tice to Mr. Haſtings, and to the public, required 


that the wiſdom and the fairneſs of a principle, 

laid down by Mr. Pitt, ought to have been 

conſidered, by the late Houfe of Commons. 
When 
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When the impeachment was depending, in 
the firſt ſtage. of it, Mr. Pitt affirmed, that it 
would be in the higheſt degree wut, to make 


Mr, Haſtiags anſwer as a criminal, for meafures 


which he had adopted, prior to his ſeveral par- 


liamentary appointments, as thoſe appoint- 
ments were the fronge/? proof of parliamentary 
approbation, unleſs (he added). ſome evidence 


had been diſcovered ice, which was not known 


when thoſe parliamentary appointments took 


Nothing could be fairer than ſuch a declara- 
tion. Amidſt all the horrid proceedings in 
France, no circumſtance appears more repug- 
nant to our feelings, than thoſe parts of the im- 
peachment of the late King, which called upon 


him to account ſor his conduct, prior to his ac. 


ceptarice of the Conſtitution. - How far the caſes 
are parallel, I do not preſume to ſay, but I will 
fate the fact. er 


Mr. Haſtings was appointed Governor of Ben- 


gal by the Company, in April, 1773. 
; He 


I 33 ] | 
He was appointed Governor-General of me | 
r o rem, in 773. x 03 150 
"ny $44 WP, 7 14701 j 8 e 5 1 
elne dan in 2 in en. 
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which form part of the article of preſents, were 
the ſubject of public . diſcuſſion in England; and 
to Mr. Haſtings, all the Rortingbum party were 
his friends. The Miniſter endeavoured to re- 
move him, but was foiled. When the five years 
for which he held the Government were elapſed, 
Lord North propoſed to Parliament, to re- ap- 

point him; for this recommendation, he aſſigned 
ſeſſſed vigour, abilities, and aeſources: That it 
was a period of war, and of uncommon diffi-: 
culty and danger, and therefore he propoſed. to 
continue him in ann * three nn, 
beſſive bee e 
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ſons during the war, Mr. Haſtings had meri- 
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Is 1 
That chip dne nes-tihonnifagrer nope 


we all know; the Houſe of Commons has a 
right to accuſe, when, and boro it pleaſes; but 
upon the prixciptedeclared by Mr. Pitt, cheſe fo- 
veral re-appointments, ſhould have operated ſo 
as to prevent any enquiry into . tranſactions 
which had happened in 1792; and were fully 
kun in England; in ci Unfortunately, he 


dom and e rer. tid down by 


| — 


eee 6 the contracts, conſiſting 
of fue allegations, two of the five Mr. Pitt moſt 
of being attacked as 4 eriminal for a- job, for the 


toriouſly, preſerved: a nation from periſbiug by: fa 
mine; nay more, that his mode of fupply wes 
the moſt economical that could have been adapted. 


miſed 


Mr. Pitt divided the Committee on this charge, 
and was left in a minority. But though he pro- 


C 1 


miſed-ro take the /ey/e.of che Haze upon che- 
charge, at a future period, he never did, and 
Mr. Haſtings has been tried as a criminal, for do- 
ing that, which in the opinion of the Minister, 
preſerved @ nation from periſhing by famine. | 


1 d0 not know chat che Haſe would have con- 
curred with Mr. Pitt, nor can any one ſay, that 
anne. nene is that it n 


e, w2nꝛn Be A 
the Preſents—the:Contrafts, does the impeach- 
ment depend ? Sixteen more were voted, but they 
have been abandoned, for the revenue article has 
only been reſorted to in a very ſmall part, as 
connected with the charge of pteſents, and not 
as. aſaperaie /ubſnniial charge, If it d been en- 
tered upon if the great queſtion, as. 4 ſbe righys 
of Zemindars ; the putting up:a whole kingdom 
N iy Mr. diaftings;. if theſe allegations. (all of 
which Mr. Pitt oppoſed as unfnunded) had been 
une the other articles voted by 
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tant ſubje& can be cõhſidered, it will appear to 
be a moſt unfortunate circumſtance, Ihat the ar- 
ticles voted by the laſt Parliament, were not 
© matyrely and ſeparately conſidered. That thir- 
teen were paſſed before they vere — 
(yer (na pre fone of them; but vo 
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the laſt Houſe, had been proſecuted, the life of 
mau, ſuppoſing it extended to the age of old 
Parr, had been too ſhort for completing lud trial. 
The inference to be drawn from the ſtatement, 


which I affirm to be correct, is, that the firſt and 


great cauſe of the delay, in the trial of Mr. Haſ- 
tings, is the manner in which the impeachnient 
was voted in the laſt Houſe of Commons. No 


| ſuch delay could have happened, had the Houle 


come to a /pecific vote, on each ſpecific allegation, 


in the charges. The deed is done now; we 
can only lament it, and join with you in ex- 
preſſing our ee 2th 
to as ne a cloſe eee (hk 
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arrangements ſhould have eln voted: einn, 
which have received the fulliſ approbation''of the 
King's Minifters, and virtually of that very 
Houſe of Commons ' which ſent the FRG 
to the Lords. 


That the gentlemen-· managers ſhould have 
repreſented in each year of the proſecution, our 
part of the great continent of India as deſtroyed; 
that Mr. Burke ſhould ſay, we never made a 
which we have not broke, nor had a con- 
nection with a native Prince of India, whom We 
have not ruined, does not "excite my wonder in 
the leaſt. | But when I conſider, that he fays all 
this as the delegate of a body, who'haveliſtened 
in each year 10 language ſo very different from Mr. 
Dundas, I am indeed ſurpriſed, that no” one 
gentleman propoſes, by a vote, to ſtop one or 
other party. Mr. e n Burke muſt 
eee A 


I hit bers 8 obſerved by 1 Mr. Hal. 
tings, and by the gentlemen who have ſupported 
him, char be has been impeached for act which 
| 2 vere 
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appointments, and for acts which have received 
the-falleft approbation of bis Majeſty's Minif- 
ters, and virtually of that OR which did 
RY him. | | 


In the month of February, 1488, Mr. Burke 
condeſcended to notice this ſort of eee in 
the m words. 


« There e ee (Mr. 
&« Haſtings) takes up as a general rebut. He 


** ſays, as to a great many of the practices that! 
„ am charged with, parliament has ſince re- a 


t pointed me to my truſt; if Jam guilty, /s are 
6 they. I boldly ſay the . be eee 


* 3 eee e 


« tated bim 2 ee 
6 truſt, after they bad known-of his guilt, they 
tc coould have participated with him, in which [ do 
Fi 2 eee eee, wan. nn, | 
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Thoſe crimes with which:they now. ab 
« him, never did appear in publits nor before ths 
cc an. 5 Common. 


1 4 > L 7 3 
e + 


The ie ed amo ada actious 
4 that he is charged with, ever proved before, or 

« known fo the Honſe wy we will take our 
en | as + >; 


See Mr. Fox tur fort of man, to whom you, 
and your friends, have for thirteen-years, com. 
mitted your honour, your ad iN and Wee 
e 

Tue fact i is; that che ads a to be eri- 
minal, and which Mr. Burke bimſelf delivered 
at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, were 4. 
known, and had been all very much diſcuſſed in 
the Houſe of Commons, prior to his laſt parlia- 
mentary appointment. But the charge on which 
yourſelf and Mr. Burke, laid the greuteſ tren, and 
— which you both concurred' in ſtating, as'the mo 
Warne aſs W, Es Haſtings, was 

3 | 2 S053 16% pu bliely 
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pobſichs known, a eee 
appointment, in 1778. 


ne Web ſpecial re- 


port, from a Secret Committee of the. Houſe of Com- 


mons. I mean the letting the lands for five years, 
to the. perſons: who offered- the beſt terms for 
them; an arrangement which is mentioned in 
the articles of impeachment, as a violation of 
« duty to the Eaſt-India Company, a contempt | 
= and diſregard of property, title, and right, 
« ſubverſive of true policy, adopted with a total 
« neglect of tenderneſs and humanity to the 
<« diftrefles and calamities of the inhabitants, 


« the revenues, and as bringing vexation, op- 


_ «© preſſion, and Tn Rs inhabitants 


6 SPE 


F. 


eee ee e ee a re - 
flection upon the late Houſe of Commons, Mr. 


Burke may do it, and he has often ſo done: even 


when it was in exiſtence, he called the law which 
that Houle paſſed for the Government of India, | 
22 arp 


— 
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« a corrupt act, but the fact undoubtedly ir, 
that an arrangement made by Mr. Haſtings in 

the year 1772, and ſpecially reported to Parlia- 
ment in 1773, was in 1787, voted to be a high 
crime and miſdemeanor ; and though ultimately 
abandoned, it has repeatedly been deſcribed by 
Mr. Burke, and Mr. Fox, as the moſt criminal of 
all the acts charged againſt Mr. Haſtings, 


As a ſteady. advocate for the abolition of the 
_ ſlave trade, you have taken /hame to yourſelf, for 
having permitted it to exiſt ſo long without ex- 


preſſing your abhorrence of it, and uſing your 


endeavours to aboliſh it intirely, But you caſt 
no reflections upon the merchants, who, under the 
authority and encouragement of the law, had en- 


gaged in this commerce for more than a cen- 


candour and juſtice in your conduct, relative to | 


the Eaſt-India company and its ſervants. 


Mr. Adair (the couſin of the duke of Bed- 


ford) who as written the hiſtory of your poli- 


tical life, obſerves, that the impeachment was a 
WP 8 conſe» 
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conſequence of your India Bill; and that by the 


galt, the cred t of that Bill, would ſtand or fall. 


What the iffue of the impeachment may be, 
it would be improper even to conjecture; but the 
legiſlature has effectually condemned every part , 
your Bill, and at the ſame time, Bas fully confirmed 


al. bat Mr. 9 did in India. 


It was a principle in your Bill, and God for- 
bid, that I ſhould not honour ſo noble a princi- 
ple, that where injuſtice had been committed, 


Juſtice ſhould be done fully and completely. The 


impeachment was alſo avowedly undertaken, in 
order to do juftice to the people 8855 


It was a clauſe in your Bill, that all monopo- 


lies ſhould be immediately W et as unjuſt, 


vexatious, and oppreſſive. 


To do jafice to the prople of India, upon the 
principles ſo publicly avowed by yourſe If, and 
Mr. Burke, you muſl bring inevitable ruin ns 


vs Company. 
The 
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produce above one million ſterling a year. The 
{ſtoppage of the Mogul's tribute the diminu- 
tion of the ſtipend of the Nabob of Bengal 
the increaſed rent of Benares, and the Oude 
ſubſidy, produce above a million a year alſo. 
Now as all theſe meaſures are reprobated by thoſe 
who ſupported your Bill, and who ſupport the 
impeachment, I would aſk you from what ſources, 
theſe excepted, can this country be benefited by 
the poſſeſſion of India? 


The bonus to the public, of half a million a 
year—the dividend to the proprietots the ſup- 
plies to China in part and the ſums neceſſary 
to make the revenues of Bombay and Fort St. 
George, equal to their annual expences, mu all 


come from Bengal—and what ability has Bengal 
to ſupply them, if we give up thoſe reſources, 
which, by your language, it is iniquitous to retain? - 


The landed revenues of Bengal are fixed for ever, 


on the medium receipts of the laſt ten years. 
There can therefore be no _ under that 


head in future. een 
G2 | What 


The, monopolies. eſtabliſned by Mr. Haſtings, 
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What concluſion can I draw from the con- 
duct of the Houſe of Commons, but this? that 
the members who compoſe it, are ſenſible of the 
rrejudices or ignorance of that Houſe, which, by 
ſo great a majority, paſſed your India Bill. The 
relation which the Bill bears to the impeach- 
ment, is ſo obvious, that I need not explain it. 
By your India Bill, and by the impeachment, 
the whole ſyſtem by which India was, and is go- 
verned, was completely reprobated. 


It would be the groſſeſt /ibe/ upon parliament, 
to ſay, that they reprobate a ſyſtem which they 
adopted, after the ſulleſt conſideration u * the 
renewal of the er w. s charter, | 


How Mr. Burke's conduct, and yours, at 
the conduct of the gentlemen who act with you 
is to be reconciled to reaſon or to common 
ſenſe, I am ſure I do not know; but the defect 
may be in my underſtanding. Vou are now in 
tlie ſeventh year of a public trial, in which one 
hundred th ouſand pounds of the public money 
has been expended, in the hope of doing juſtice o 

| 7. the 


* 


1 49 ] 


tained. Such is the profeſſed object. The man 


accuſed of having injured them, has had every 


opprobrious epithet applied to Kim that the En- 
gliſh language affords. One of his accuſers, in 
a paroxyſm of paſſion, affirmed, that he had been 
guilty © of every crime, from à bare ſimple, 
« lie, to the fouleſt murder” After ſuch a 
waſte. of time, and after ſuch a waſte of mo- 
ney, the trial is cloſed, on four points, which, 
however important they may be, are but as a drop 


of water to the ocean, on a compariſon with the mag- 


the people of India, for the injuries they have ſif. 


nitude of the original charge. Fuftice to the people 


of India, is now totally out of the queſtion. A 
law is enacted for renewing the charter for twenty 
years, on terms highly advantageous to the pub- 
lic, and the Company. „In the progreſs of the 
Bill, no man beſtowed a thought upon the people 
of India. Mr. Burke, their champion, violated 
bis folemn and voluntary pledge, and abſented him-' 


ſelf. Neither you nor any one of your friends, 


ſaid a ſyllable in favour of the people "of India. 


This filence could not proceed from ignorance. 
There was neither ſurpriſe nor ſup preilion prac- 
| tiſed 
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( 46 ) 
tiſed by Miniſters, Mr. Dundas was free and 
unreſerved in his communications; each branch 
of reſource was fully detailed in the accounts 
that he preſented, and if thoſe different heads 
which Mr. Haſtings has been impeached for hav. 
ing created, were to be deducted, England would 
be indebted to India above thirty-five millions 
ſterling, and inſtead of having a ſurplus in fu- 
ture years, the balance againſt us would be ſo 
great, as to render India a burthen, inſtead of a 
benefit to Great Britain, 


I hope I have uſed no expreſſion in this let- 
ter, at which you can juſtly take offence, and I 
truſt that in ſtating the mode in which an im- 
peachment was voted, in the years 1786, and 
1787, I have ſaid nothing than can be con- 
ſtrued into a reflection upon the laſt Houſe of 
Commons. All men now agree that the delay 
on the trial of Mr. Haſtings, is an abuſe of Juftite, 


Some attribute the delay to the Managers. 
They think that many of the opprobrious epi- 
thets might have been ſpared, that the ſamo 

points 


I 1 
points need not have been referred ſo often to 
the judges, and that the Managers might, and 


ought to have finiſhed their * in the laſt 


ſeſſion. 


Some attribute the delay to the Lords. That 
a criminal trial being commenced, it ſhould 
have been continued to its cloſe in the firſt ſeſ- 


— 


ſion. 


Others, or rather Mr. Burke, accuſes Mr. Haſ- 


tings of delay, becauſe hs Counſel on various oc- 
caſions, objected to the evidence brought for- 


ward by the RO" 


My bumble opinion is, I again repeat it, that 


the great and firſt cauſe of the delay is fairly im- 


putable to the late Houſe of Commons, who, 
by voting ſuch an immenſe maſs of matter, and 
ſtating the cuhole to be criminal, extended the trial 


to ĩts preſent enormous length; that they did 
vote ſo enormous a maſs of matter, without ex- 
amination, is juſtly imputable o the made un- 


fortunately adopted at the outſet of the buſineſs, 
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[ 48 ] 
and if this Houſe of Commons had not expreſſly 


precluded the Managers from going on, by di- 


recting them to cloſe the proſecution with the 
article of contracts, there is no period, to which 
the trial might not have been extended ; for you 
will be pleaſed to recollect, that Mr. Burke ſaid 


he complicd with the criminal impatience of the 


times, when he conſented to cloſe the caſe, 
without going through a// the articles. 


That the trial deeply involves the honour, 
and the character of the country, I entirely 
agreee with you; as a friend to my country, and 


as a man feeling for its proſperity, and for the 


welfare of the Eaſt-India Company, I ſhall con- 
clude this letter with expreſſing my moſt anxious 
wiſh, that it may appear by the reſult of this 
great cauſe, that Mr. Dundas was grounded in 
fact and in truth, when he declared that Bengal 


had eminently proſpered under the Britiſh Go- 


vernment; and that juſt and good men may re- 
ceive, without doing violence to their conſci- 
ences, their ſhare of the advantages which we 


collectively draw from India. No honeſ# mau 


Ul 


my. 


[ 49 ] 
can even receive his dividend with a quiet con- 
ſcience, provided he thinks that to be true, 
which Mr. Burke has ſo often affirmed to be 
ſo, © that we never made a treaty, which we 
ee have not violated ; that we never entered into 


© con nection with a native Prince, without ruin- 


« ing him; and that our provinces, which 
« once were flouriſhing, have under our — 


of money become oO 


The following extracts from the ſpeeches of 


the Managers, apply to general ſubjects; chiefly 
to the charafter which they ſuppoſed Great-Bri- 
tain to hold in India. The extracts from the 
minutes of evidence apply chiefly to the ſame 


point. If the gentlemen who have given the | 


evidence have not perjured themſehves, I think I 
may ſay, that I have ſucceeded in proving the 


truth of my propoſition, which is, that the firſt 


and great cauſe of the delay in the trial of Mr. 
Haſtings originated with the /aft Houſe of Commons, 
which, inſtead of preferring charges, hort, ſpeci- 
fic, and pointed, did really vote all the tranſ- 
H actions 
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actions to be criminal, which had occurred in a 
great empire in the courſe of thirteen years. 


I have avoided as much as poſſible touching 
upon the points on which the [Impeachment now 
depends, for they are very few. In common cri- 
minal caſes, any alluſion to the conduct of a trial 
while it is pending, would be in the higheſt de- 
gree improper ; but common rules do not apply 
zo this caſe. A trial that has laſted ſeven years, 
and which after all involves but one queſtion, 
though an important one, namely, Whether the 
Government of Great-Britain has been a cur/e or 
a bleſſing to the people, muſe neceſſarily intereſt 
every Engliſhman. The indictment, contrary to 
univerſal practice, was publicly printed, fold, 
and commented upon, a few days after it was 
preſented. The proceedings of each day in 
Weſtminſter-Hall were printed in every news- 
paper of the ſucceeding day; and indeed as the 
trial is, in other words, the hiſtory of a nation, 
it is impoſſible, in the nature of things, that the 
incidents which have occurred in the courſe of 
it ſhould not be generally intereſting and pub- 
licly ſtated. | 

1 


„ | 
In one column I have printed the extracts 
from the ſpeeches, and in the oppoſite column 
the extracts from the minutes of evidence, as 
given to the Houſe of Lords in Weſtminfter- 


Hall. 


Mr. Bus kx, in 1788. 
Mr Lo xps, 2 

« The Gentlemen who 

c have it in command to 
* ſupport the Impeach- 
ment againſt Mr. Haſ- 


* tings, late Governor- 


« General of Nee | 


FEW? ho /Þ 


have directed me to 
* open 4 general view of 


ce the grounds upon which 


the Commons have pro- 


c ceededl in their charges 
66 againſt him, to open a 


« general view of the ex- 


gent, the magnitude, the 


nature, 


Mxvrzs « or. "Evivzxcs, 


Page 319. 

- Proſecution, 1 788. 
y_ Benn, Ei. 

In what 3 
in point of cultivation and 
population, was Benares, 
when you ſaw it laſt, and 
what part of the diſtri 
of Benares have you ſeen? 
A. I bare ſeen nearly 
the whole diftriet, © 
» Q. When did you es 
it 7 0 
I left 'Denares. in 
5 year 1786 ; | believe 
in February. in that year. 

Q. Whar was the con- 
dition of Benares when 
you ſay ic. laſſ, in point 
of cultivation and bopu· 
lation * 

A. It was boch vel} 
cultiv ated and well peopled, 
the parts I ſaw. 


SS Sf #% 


Q. Did 


2 7 
4 , 
bl 
» 
1 2 
1 : 7 
k : 1 
? * 


Tu Tn = . 


a 1 wm Nag 2 OS * 
* 4 wing 1 . * - N * 


1 a l * 
3 "*s 
" 
— ya rn OL EG ins Ar OH EC It rs uw — , ter oo Pre, I IE Ä , 
2 — 
— 


— 3 w% "4 * 
"" 1 " N LI * 
. * W a, 2+ 


bon tf Oe We 4 3 * ens, We" TR” 2s 
RL. CRISS... We bs dv © 
» iu l a aan a, eee 4 


— , 


— C } VE 3 — * p 1 
0 9 A 424 ets 
bv 4 4 
_ 0 2 ; * Sr C 
1 — K FE , * * * — 5 „* 2 __ » o 5 


7 * 
= 
- 
« VW 
= = 
=" S 
.+.43 
174 of 
FIA 
el 
£ 
* 


1 8 1 


nature, the tendency, and 
* ęeffedt of the crimes with 
** which they have _ 
A him. 


* What the greateſt in- 
* terefts of the nation has 
9 « begun , its bi gel tribunal 


© will accompli ib... Fuftice 


e zeil} be done 10 India. 


< It is not ſolely, whe- 


A ther the priſoner at the 


bar be found innocent or 
ce guilty, but whether mil- 
* lions of mankind ſhould 
* be miſerable or happy. 


« My Lords It is not 
<« only the ſubjects of this 
© great empire who are 


concerned, but the credit 
* Ne honour of the Britiſh 


Ak « * nation 


Qi. Did you ſee Bena- 
res in 1783, and in what 
condition of population or 
cultivation was it then? 

A. In 1783, I travel- 
led from Benares to Bux- 
ar, on one ſide of the ri- 
ver, and we travelled the 
ſame diſtance on the other 
ſide of the river. I al- 
ſo travelled through the 
diſtrict of Benares, to 
Chaundpore, which was 
rather a circuitous way 
over that diftiica, and I 
found it both populous, 
and well cultivated. _ 

Q. Do you know any 
thing of it, in the years 
1784, and 1785 4 

A. I refided 1a the pro- 
vince: of Benares, in the 
years 28 and 1785, and 
the deſcription that I have 
given, appears to be as 


applicable to thoſe years, 


as the others. 
Lieu. Col. GARDENER. 
Page" 354: 26 
Q. As the . has 
been aſked, reſpecting the 
character of different per- 
ſons. I wiſh; to put the 


n £746 1 ſame 


C.-& ] 


& nation will itſelf be decid- 


c ed by this detifion. 


© We know that as we 
tc are tobe ſerved by men, 
e that the perſons who 


ce ſerve us muft be tried as 


ce men, and there is a very 
“ large allowance indeed 


& que to human infirmi- 


« ty and human error. 


© This we know, and have 
«© weighed before wwe came 


© to your. Lordſbip's bar. 


© But th&crimes we charge | 


< are not the cauſes and e- 
&« fefts of common human 
cc frailty, ſuch as we know 
« and feel, and tan allow 
*« for; but they are crimes 
ie which have their riſe in 
&« the wicked diſpaſitious of 
nen. They are crimes 
0 which have their riſe in 

. avarice, 


ſame queſtion to him, re- 
ſpecting the character of 
Mr. Haſtings, as to tem- 
per and diſpoſition? 
A. TI believe there is 
not a more amiable pri- 
vate characterin any coun- 
try, than Mr. Haſtings. 


Lieu. Col. James BRowxx. 
Page 429. 

Q. The witneſs having 
ſpoken of an opinion en- 
tertained at Delhi, upon 
ſome tranſactions he has 
ſtared, 1 wiſh him to be 
aſked in what eſtimation 
at Delhi, and other parts 
of India where the wit- 
nels has been, the charac- 
ter of Mr. Haſtings was 
held ? 
A. Mr. Haſtings was 


conſidered as a man of- 


conſiderable abilities, as 
a man thac had held a 
high office for a length 
of time, and was reſpected 
in the exerciſe of it; but 
doubtleſs men ſpake more 
or leſs favourably of him, 
according as they have 
been ſerved more or leſs 
by him ; he was not uni- 


verſally ſpoken of in the 
ſame 
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« avarice, rapacity, pride, 
; ue cruelty, ferocity, maligui- 
& 7y of temper, haughtineſs, 
& 7nſolence,—1n ſhort, eve- 
« ry thing that manifeſts 
% heart blackened to the 
% very blacket—a heart 
* dyed deep in blackneſs — 
© heart gangrened io the 


©© Very core. 


«© We have not choſen 
eto bring before you a 
<< poor trembling delinquent 


We have brought be- 
% fore you the Head, the 
Chief, a Captain General 
* iniquity——One in 


© whom all the fraud, a// 


* the tyranny of India are 
«© embodied, diſciplined, and 


6 arrayed. 


© You 


E 


ſame manner, but gene- 
rally in the terms 1 have 
mentioned. 


Captain EDW ARDS. 
Page 781. 

Q. What was the ge- 
neral ſtate of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Oriſſa, when you 
left India in 17832 

A. It was in a very 
A ſtate. 

Did the natives ap- 
pear to be happy or other- 
wiſe? 

A. They always ap- 
qe to be very bappy- 
Colonel ABMUTY. 
Page 786. 

Q. Whether from your 
Leng of Mr. Haſ- 
tings, and of the reputa- 
tion that he had in the 
country, you think he 
would have countenanced 
oppreſſion, 'in any Body 
whatſoever ? 

A. No, I do not ima- 
gine he would. 

Major G1LPIN, 
Page 88g. 

Q. Whether, at that 

period of time, the per- 


ſonal 


C 55 3 


«© You have now a 
« boundleſs objeA—it is not 
cc from this county, or that 
« pariſh, but whole dimes, 
00 and differing nations. 


8 Knowing your Lord- 
ce ſhips to be poſſeſſed 
along with all other ju- 
« dicial virtues with that 
of patience, I hope, and 
* trult, you will not 
ce grudge a few ſhort hours 
© to the explanation of 
0e that, which has coſt the 
© Commons near fourteen 
years of aſſiduous ap- 
« plication—that vou will 
« not refuſe a few hours 
« to what has coſt the peo- 
6e ple of 1 ndia upwards of 
« thirty years of their in- 
© nate inveterate patience 
ie endure. 

| The 


ſonal ſafety of Mr. Haſ- 
tings was not conſidered 
of great conſequence to 
the protection of the Bri- 
tiſh Government in In- 
dia? 

A. It ie was 
ſo much ſo, that when 
Major Lumſdaine came 
up to the head of my re- 


iment, on a march to 


Illihabad, and related the 
circumſtance of ſeveral 
detachments being cut 
off— | | 
| What happened 
when Major Lumſdaine 
came to the head of your 
regiment ? 

A. He ſaid an expreſs 


had arrived with Colonel - 


Morgan, informing him 
{ſeveral detachments had 
been cut off. My reply 
was, If Mr. Fattings 
is ſafe at Chunar, reſt af- 
ſured, he will extricate 
us out of our difficulties ; 
but, on the other hand: 
if he is cut off, we ſhall 
very ſoon act the laſt tra- 
gie ſcene, and neither you 
nor I ſhall live to tell the 
ſtory.” Thoſe were my 


loatiments of Mr. Haſ- 


tings 
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« The firſt of his acts 
* was the moſt bold and 


<* extraordinary that I be- 


« lieve entered into the 
* head of any man, II/ 
ec ſay, of any tyrant, which 
« was nothing leſs than a 
« general exceptionleſs con- 
« fiſcation of the property of 
« Bengal. He put it up 
«* to a pretended public, 
te but in reality to a pri- 


e vate corrupt auction x. 


J ſhall ſay nothing 
tc either of the circum- 
« ſtances of the purchaſe, 
& or of the right of the 


* people to their proper- 


<* ty, or the nature and 
c mode of detection, un- 


fil that great queſtion, the 


n 


to be put. 


tings at that critical pe- 
riod. Major Lumſdaine is 
now in England. 

Q. In what eſtimation 
was Mr. Haſtings's cha- 
racter in India, during 
the time you reſided 
there? 

A. He was eſteemed a 
man of very great abili- 
ties, and 2 man of very 


great humanity. 


N. B. The Benares and 
Begum articles, finiſned 


on the part of the proſe- 


ſecution in 1788. 
Proſecution 1789. 
This entire year was 
ſpent i in diſputes, on the 
admiſſion i evidence re- 
lative to tranſactions, 
which were ſtated to have 
happened: in the year 
1772. There were 7h:r- 


een deciſions of the court 


in this year. In eleven 
they determined, that the 


queſtions propoſed by the 


Managers could not be put. 
In two, the Court deter- 
mined, that they ought 


Proſecution 


F This af, though an article of the impeachment war abandoned. 
Mr. Pitt oppoſed its being voted criminal, in the firſt inſtance, - 


1 


i greatęſt of all which we 
&« ſhall bring, ſhall be 


brought before your 


« Lordſhips particularly as 
« a4 article of charge. 


And here 1 come to 
* thebeginningofagreat, 
* notorious ſyſtem of go- 
„ yernment,. which con- 
« fiſts of many abuſes, 
© branched out into ſuch 
% variety of ways, and 
* has ſo much affected the 
« kingdom, that I may ven- 
e ture'to ſay it will make 
** one of the greateſt and 
gl weighty part of the 


"y charges, * 


&© ] charge him with 
*« having taken away he 


2 Kr of orphans, with ©” 
15 having | 
* This char" - 


Proſecution 1790. 
MixuTEs oF EvIiDENCE, 
Page 1234- 

David ANDERSON, Eſq. 
. In what eſtimation 


. was the character and con- 


duct of Mr. Haſtings 


held by the nati-es of 
Bengal? 


A. I believe 1 may 


ſafely anſwer that queſ- 
rion; that eXcept by a 


very few men indeed, the 


adherents of former par- 
ties, who had been diſ- 
appointed in their expec- 
tations, I believe his cha. 
racter was held in very 
high eſtimation. 

Q. Upon the ſubject of 
humanity and diſintereſt- 
edueſs, was he eſteemed 
a humane and diſintereſt- 
ed man? 


A. I think be certainly 


was eſteemed in that way. 


Q. Do you ſpeak of 


the eſtimation Mr. Haſ- 


tings was held in, not 


only by the immediate 
ſubjects of his own Go- 
vernment, but with the 
Princes and powers in In- 


dia, with whom you had 
occaſion to — 
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Fe havingalienated the for- 
& tunes of widows —with 


c having waſted the country 


&« and deſtroyed the inhabi- 


« tants, after cruelly har- 
ce raſing and diftreſfng 
% them. I charge him with 
« Having tortured their per- 
*« ſaus, and diſhonoured their 


&« religion, thro" bis wicked * ) 


* agents, who were at the 
« villainy.* 

« I Charge him in the 
, name of the Commons of 


10 Eugland. 


„ Now, my Lords, 
* what is it we want? 


% We want to have, the 


* cauſe of oppreſſed Prin- 
© ces—of undone wonen of 


5 of 


A. I never heard him 

ſpoken of, but in the 
higheſt terms, in the 
courts where I reſided. 


Sir Fohn SHORE, 
Governor-General of Bengal, 
Page 1284. 

Q. Whether you are 
well acquainted with the 
general ſtate of India, and 
in particular, with that 
part of it, which is ſub- 


ject to the Government 
of the Eaſt-India Com- 


pany? 
tc bottom and root of his 


A. I believeI am. 
Q. Has not property 
been more ſecure, and in- 
dividuals been 4% oppreſſ- 
ed under the Britiſh Go- 
vernment, than under that 
of the Nabobs ? 
A. I have not a doubt 


_ of it. 


Q. Are not the natives 
in general more happy ? 

A. I believe they are. 

Q. Since the year 1770, 
to the time you left In- 
dia, had not the agricul- 
ture, population, and ge- 
neral proſperity” of the 


Country been increaſed ? 
* the firſt rank redrefſed 


A. I have recorded 
1 oe 


E This charge was abandoned by the Managers, 


1 


of dgſolated provinces that as my opinion, ond * 


3 and waſted Kingdoms. — 
«© Do you want a criminal, 
1 my Lords When was 
« there 2 much iniquity 
charged againſt any 
4 one ?—No, my Lords, 
you muſt not look to 


India to furniſh one, for 


« Mr. Haſtings has not 


& left in India Jub/fauce 
enough to furniſh fach 
another delinquent. 


« I impeach, Warren 
«« Haſtings in the name 
« of the people of India, 
* whoſe latos, rights, and 


e liberties he has ſubverted. 


I impeach him in the 


ee name of the people of 


India, whoſe couniry he 
* has deflroyed, — I im- 
. e him in the name 

of 


known amongſt the na- 
tives, 


duct of Mr. Haitir 


ſtill adbere to it. 

When you were. 
ut; India, and a mem- 
ber of the Supreme Coun- 
cil, were the charges a- 
gainſt Mr. Haltings i 5 
circulation there? 

A. A great many co- 
pies of them were brought 


out. 
Q. Was it generally 


that he was ac- 
cuſed? 
A. Certainly, by thoſe 
who had acceis to the 
Europeans in Calcutta, 
and in other parts of In- 
dia. 

Were any com- 
plaints made of ihe con- 
3 0 
the Supreme e ” 

A. None that Þ heard 
of. | 
5 2 m_ me character, 
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of Mr. H- 1285 Ar ww ; 
the natives, chat of a mer I 
cenary, 4 corrupt, Ot 8 


cruel man ? 


A. I believe the na- 
tives of India eutertained 
a very favourable opinion 


of Mr. Haſtings; I ne- 


12 


ver 
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Ms 4 buman nature, which 


© he has cruelly injured and 


** oppreſſed in both ſexes. 


Mr. Fox, in 1788. 

* I know not whether 
& his miſerable tyranny, his 
** Prolence, his inſolence, his 


rapacily, and his cruelty, 


te is more to be detefted 
cc and execrated, or his 


* fraud to be deſpiſed. 


This man at your 
% bar, drunk with the 


* idea of arbitrary power, 
_'#* intoxicated and cor- 
© with that moſt danger- 
e ous of all corruptions, 
" having power for which 


c he thought he had no 
ff reſponſibility. 


' He 


ver had any particular op - 
portunity, nor ever made 
any particular enquiry 1n 
the terms of the queſtion, 
but in general, I have rea- 
ſon to believe, the na- 
tives thought very favour- 
ably othim. __ - 
Q. Was that the way 
the - natives thought of 
him, after thoſe charges 
had been ſent out to In- 
dia ? | 
A. It was, 
Q. Whether the charges 
againſt Mr. Haſtings were 
tranſlated into the Hin- 
doo language, or into 
any other language in In- 


.dia ? 


A. I do not believe 
they were tranſlated ei- 
ther into the Hindoo lan- 


| guage, or any other lan- 
guage of India. £ 


N. B. In this year, the 
evidence on the preſents 
was cloſed. 

Proſecution 1791. 

The contracts finiſhed, 
and the proſecution to- 
tally cloſed. 
other charges being aban- 


doned. 
PE. 


All the 


1 


« He was | guilty of 
& grinding oppreſſion, ty- 


ce ranny, and injuſtice. 

- « Be it your glory, my 
* Lords, to do that zohich 
& will utterly 257 pe out the 


« fain on the Britiſh cha- 


&* racter: let us not hide 


* our heads with ſhame; 


but let it be known, 
chile we have India in 
poſſeſſion, that we go- 
* vern that country on 
« the principles of equity 
« and juſtice ; that if there 


* have been crimes com- 


© mitted which ſhock the 


e Britiſh name, know all - 


&« the world, that they are 
10 the crimes of Warren 
* Haſtings; and know all 
* the world, that by 
25 proving them on him, | 
* we 


DEFENCE, 


LS. 
Major OSBORNE. 


Page 1669. 


Q. Have you had an 
opportuniiy of ſceing 


other countries in India, 
in point of agriculture, 
police, and pupulation, 


as compared with thoſe 
under the authority of 


the Company? _ 
A. Yes.—What 1s the 
time you allude to? 


4 the period 
Haſtngs's go- 


vernment, 


A. It would be difh- 


cult for me to point out 


where there was any police 
in any country with an ex- 


ceptiom of the Company's -- 


dominions, any thing fit to 


be called a police. 
| Were theſe ob- 
jects well attended to by 


thoſe who had the imme- 
diate management of the 
country, under the ad- 


miniſtration of Mr. Haſ- 


tings ? 
A. With an extiption 


of parts of the Bahar pro. 
vince, particularly the 
parts of Boogepore, Jul. 


tice 
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© we have excuipated the 
« Britiſh nation from the 
6 backeft fain that could 
* be fixed upon it.“ 


amn nr. 


„A man whoſe foot · 


e ſteps had ever been 


* marked with cruelty, for 


«© he never left Calcutta 


6e but his progreſs termi- 
* nated in the devaſtation 


( of a province, the deſtruc- 
* tion of a people, or the 


te expul/ron of a Pring {com 
e his dominions. 


The mirror of every 
e vice, the mirror of every 
f* wickedneſs. 


« The mirror of pride, 
** avarice,implacability,and 


te falſhood. 
“ His 


tice appeared to me to be 
duly adminiſtered; and 
the country ſeemed to me 
to be in very flouriſhing 


ftate, and was confiderably. 


improved; with an ex- 
ception to thoſe parts con- 


fiderably inproved at the 


— 


time alluded to. 
Q. Were they. gene- 
rally well adminiſtered? 
A. At the time alluded 
to, during Mr. Haſtings's 
government, I certainly 
do think they were in 
every part of Company r 
dominion, with that ex- 
8 
ſerved any conſiderable 
improvement in thoſe re- 
ſpects during the govern- 
ment of Mr. Haſtings, 


compared with the ſitua- 


tion in which theſe coun- 


tries had been, prior to 


his government? 

A. In every part of the 
Company's dominion that 
I had an opportunity of 
ſeeing before Mr. Haſ- 
ting's government, and 
during the time of his 
government, (with ex- 


ception of parts of the 


Bahar 


reed 


His eye red with in- 


« dignation the miniſ- 


« ters of vengeance wait - 


e ing on his nod. 


a Guilty of every crime 


cc that can diſgrace and 


« Blacker human nature. 


is 


«© The accurſed de- 


« froyer of perſons, places, 


and Provinces. 


* He i it was who, in- 


0 ſtead of governing, diſ- 


© tributed oppreſſion, war, 
« famine, and miſery.” 


Ms. Apan. 

% His wickedneſs, per- 
e fidy, violence, want of 
e faith, humanity, and 
* charity. 1 5 


66 In 


Bahar province, and par. 
ticularly that part I have 
already mentioned) cer- 


tainly the country - was 


conſiderably improved under 
the government of Mr. 


Haſtings. 


Th what eſtimation 


was Mr. Haſtings held 


by the natives of the 
country during all the 
_ you reſided there? 


I believe the peo- 


1 in general thought 
very favourably of Mr. 


Haſtings, both. in his 
public and private cha- 


racter; and Il recollect 


perfectly well to have 
heard Rajah Cheyt Sing, 


and his 8 Ouſan 


Sing, (early 1773, 


which was before the Ze- 
mindary was ceded to 


the Engliſh Company) 
ſpeak of him as a man, 
in their opinion, of great, 
uncommon abilities, and 
well calculated for the 
government of India; 
and I have heard many 
of the natives of India 
per of Mr. Haltings to 
e ſame effect. 


Q. Was that the ge- a 


reral eſtimation in which 
Mr. 
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In a progreſs of vice, 
* from a hare ſimple lie, to 


1 the fouleft murder. 


Mx. PeLnam. . 


It will be proved by 


* incontrovertible facts, that 


Mr. Haſtings was not 


* only the greateſt oppreſ- 


4 for, that he was not only 


&« the greateſt ryrant, that 
% ever appeared on the 
& Indian Coaſt, but alſo 


the greateſt peculator; that 


4 he was the moſt corrupt, 
* that he was the mat 
* cruel, that he never ſtir- 
<< red from Calcutta, ne- 


ver undertook any great 


&* political plan but with a 


« view of increaſing his 


* gu iniquities, by filling 
ehe treaſury of the Com- 


* pany, 


Mr. Haſtings was held 
during the whole period 
of his government ? 

A. I believe Mr. Haſ- 
tings was held in high 


_ eſtimation by the gene- 
. rality of the people, the 


natives of the country. 
Q. Ir has been ſtated 
that he was guilty of a 
ſeries of acts of injuſtice, 
inhumanity, oppreſſion, 
violence, and bloodſhed 


Whether during the 


time you reſided in India 
any thing came to your 


knowledge which made 


you think Mr. Haſtings 

was unjuſt, inhuman, op- 

preſſive, violent, or ſan- 

guinary ? OSS. 

A. Directly the contrary, 

Wu. Marxnam, Eſq. 
Page 1692. 

Q. What was the ſtate 
of the police in the city 
of Benares ? 45 

A. Criminal juſtice 
there was none.; there 
was a cutwall, and a cut- 
wally ; but if a robbery 
or murder was . conmit- 
ted, the offender imme- 


diately eſcaped into the 


adjacent country; and he 
= Was 


(-& 3 
% pany, or with a view of was there protected by 


7 filling his OWN pocket.” 


Ms. SneRIDAN. 


© A degree of depra- 


e vity that never yet was 


&« exceeded in the pouleſt 
e heart, that ever ext ted 


jn the boſam of man. 


oh « Horrid, Alea 1010 
« cruelty, cool and callous 
„ ſeverity, temperate ma- 


te /igntty, rapacious fury, 


and oppreſſion. 


© With cold, deliberate, 
r ſober wrath, and tran- 
pull malignity, guiding 
& tbe fell arrotu, and point- 
* ing to its e 


Such is the tk 
t nature of the guilt We 


| e. arraign. $435 22h 
3 wm This 


— 


the Aumil, and ultimate - 


ly by Cheyt Sing; for he 
would not give him up. 
With reſpe& to civil mat- 
ters the Aumil was hardly 


allowed to interfere.z but 


they were generally car- 
ried over to Ramnagur, 
where either Buxey Sa- 


danund, or one of the 


Kajah's intimate friends, 


determined upon the 


caſe; and I believe there 
was generally 4 certain 
proportion taken; I be- 
lieve a quarter of the 
money awarded, 
Page 1706. 

Q. You. bave ſp As 
of the ſtate of the Boles 
of Benares antecedent to the 
new fettlement, Whether 
any ſteps were taken to 
put the police upon a better 


43 


footing after the new ſet- 


tlement, or upon che new 
ſettlement? 

A. Mr. Haſtings ap- 
pointed new Courts of 
Juſtice, and Ally Ibrahim 
Cawn was to ſuperintend 
each of them. 


Q. What was his cha- 
racter and oonduc-tc e 


0 A. I be- 
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e This diſtinguiſhes 
& him and bis tray actions 
« from the worſt cruelties, 
from the greateſt eriormi- 
95 Gez, in che characters of 
2 . born to tyranny. 5 


8 Hase 8 We 
7 in ſome bleed or unhal- 
« * lowed grove, formed by 
10 the hand of crafty and 
&« knaviſh Hranm, to awe 
« and dupe the heart of 
© flaviſh ignorance.” 

N Wy a 
"Me. benntet in 06 
Eminent for the pil. 
9 tage and cer of 
60 provinces. 


8 


6 «Ty imes / great enor- 
& mity, the ruin and ex- 
. pulfion of illuſtrious fa- 


e milies, the tolal ruin of 


„ ry vides, | 


A. I believe Ally Ibra⸗ 
him Cawn to have been 
as worthy and as good 4 
man as could have, pre- 
ſided over a Court of 
Juſtice in any-country: 

Q: What was the ſtate 
of the police of Benares 
after that eſtabliſhmeut 
had taken place? | 

A. I never knew a bet 
ter fegulated police i 
any town than there was 
in that of Benares. 

Q. Were the inhabi- 
tants of Benares ſatisfied 
with him, and his admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, civil 
and criminal ? 

A. I believe moſt per- 
fely ſo. 

Page 1768. 

Q You ſtated that you 
was . confidentially. ac- 
quainted with Mr. Haſ- 
tings's ſentiments towards 
Cheyt Sing before he went 
up to Benares, and at 
Benares Whether | you 
ever diſcovered any the 
leaſt ſymptoms of a diſ- 


poſition towards Cheyt 


Sing on the part of Mr. 
Hattings unfriendly or 
malicious, or any private 


motive 


E 


% villages, the total ex- 
„ pulſion of the ff horſes 
« i Aſia, 

* 4 man who, in his 
< own perſon, has done 


© more miſchief than all 
« thoſe perſons whoſe 


« evil practices had pro- 
« duced all thoſe laws, 
te thoſe regulations, and 
even his own afppoint- 


b ment. 


« A corrupt ſhocking 
arrangement was made, 
and Bengal ſaw a dau- 
** cing- giti adminiſter its 


bs latos. - 


&© He has murdered that 
* man, by the hands of 
« Sir Elijah Impey. 


1 


« He 


motive whatever opera- 
ting upon the mind of 
Mr. Haſtings towards 
him throughout? 

A. 1 do. not think it 
poſfble, from what I have 
known of Mr. Haſtings, 
that he was capable of 
any thing malicious, or 
any thing ſelf-intereſted. 
1 haye 3 him in 


public, and in private 


life; 1 found him always 
moſt zealous wherever 
the public was concern 
ed; perfectly careleſs of 
his own intereſts; I be- 
lieve him to be the moſt 


virtuous man of the age 


he lives in. 


Lieut. David BraneL., | 


Page 1775. » 
Q Did. you continue 


ia Benares after peace was 
reſtored ? 
A | Was ſeveral years 


belonging to the ſtation 


of Chunir, in the Ze- 
windary of Benaxes, after 


mates were ſettled. 


. Were the inhabi- 


tants generally ſatisfied or 


diffinisfied with the . ge- 
neral Changes that had 


taken place. 
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He gorged his ra- 
* venous may with an al- 
lowance of 200], a day. 
« He is not fatisfied with- 
© out ſucking the blood of 
© 1400 nobles. He is ne- 
« yer corrupt, without ne 
« 1s cruel. He never dines 
e rnit bout creating a famine. 
He feeds on the indi- 
c gent, the decaying, and 
the ruined, and them he 
te depreſſes together; not 
like the generous eagle 
** who preys on a living, 
te reluctant, equa! prey — 
« No; he is like the ra- 
4e venous viture who feeds 
© n the dead, and the en- 


* feebled who deſtroys, 


«*f and incapacitates nature 
* in the deſtruction / its 
« gbjef, while devouring 
i the carcaſes of the dead, 

and 


167] 


A. I kclieve they were 
very well ſatisfied as far 
as I had any opportunity 


of knowing. 


While you con- 
tin in India, had in- 
formation arrived there of 
Mr. Haſtings's being ac- 
cuſed in this country for 
his conduct at India? 

A. RD. 
Q. Before, and ſince 


that time, in what eſti- 
mation was Mr. Haſtings 


held by the natives of 


that country? 


A. Mr. Haſtings, a- 
mongſt the natives of 
that country, had arrived 
at a degree of pre- emi · 
nence which I believe no 
European had ever done 
before him. 

Q. Was he a man, 
among the natives of 
India, generally loved or 
hated ? 

A. I have ever under- 
ſiood they looked up to 
him, in terms of reſpect, 
and love. | 
Colonel BL A1R. 
Page 1778. 

Q. How long altoge- 

ther was you in Ir.dia ? 


A.B 


( 69 ) 


« and then prides him- 
« ſelf in his ignominious 
c ſecurity, and his cruelty 
te js beyond his corruption; 


. at the ſame time, there 


5 is in his hypocriſy ſome- 
e thing more terrible than 

« his cruelty. For at the 
a ſame time that he exer- 
« cifes a proſcription that 
e ſweeps off the bread of 
*« thouſands of the nobility, 
he turns the precious 


« balm that flows from 


« wounded humanity, in- 


to deadly, rancorous, and 
&* mortal poilon to the bu- 


* man race. 


Mr. Haſtings ' feaſts 
&« in the dark alone; lite 
* a Wild beaſt he groans in 
wo corner, over the dead 


* and ing ; ; and like the 
tyger 


A. Between 25 and 26 
ears. 

Q. From what time to 
what time? | | 

A. I went firſt out to 
India in 1754, I ſtaid till 
1757, and then returned 
to England. I went back 
to India again in the 
year 1768, and returned. 
to England 1n the year 
1788. 
Q. During the whole 
of your reſidence in India 
in what eſtimation was 
the character and govern- 


went of Mr. Haſtings in 
India? 


A. I have always heard 
Mr. Haſtings ſpoken of 
as a man of a benevolent, 
and humane diſpoſition ; 
as a wile and able ſervant 
of the public. Mr Haſ- 
tings's conduct in public 
and private life, as far as 
] have known and under- 
ſtood, affords the ſtrongeſt 
proofs of his talents to 
govern that country; and 
of his being a worthy and 
benevolent. character, a 
worthy, and 3 
character. 


CHARLES 
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*© tyger of that country, 


„he wiſhes to withdraw 


de it to a cavern, to in- 
te dulge with unobſerved 


* enjoyment, in all the 


* wanton caprices of his 


s appetite. 


« He comes a heavy 
1 calamity to the nation, 
* as we ſay a country is 
« viſited by famine and 
&* feſitlence. 


« His crimes are ſo mul- 
, 7;þlied, that all the con- 
«trivances of ingenuity 


* to cover them arc abur- 


. five. 


6 If the language had 


* furniſhed me, under 
the impreſſion of thoſe 


6 SO a word ſolfi- 


cient 


* 


CrarLes GRAMRE, Eſq. 
Poge 1786. 
In what eſtimation 

did Mr. Haſiing's ſtand 
with the native 1nbabi- 
tants of India, as well 
before the rebellion at Be- 
nares as after, and up to 
the time ot, your depar- 
ture for England? 

A. No man could 
ſtand higher in their 
opinion than he did, and 
in the opinion of every one 
with whom J have had an 
opportunity of converſing, 
and of knowing their ſen- 
timents reſpecting him; 
his regulations, as far as 
1 know of them, tended 
to promote the happineſs 
of the people; and I 


think he was eminently 


diſtinguiſhed for his hu- 
manity, and benevorence. 
Joszen Wav, Eſq. 
Page 1790. 
How Ong did vou 
remain in the Zemindary 
of Benares after the re- 
bellion was quelled? 
A. Near three years. 
Did you during, 
that period traverſe it in 
diflerent directions 1 


A. K 


E 


« cient to convey the 


complicated atrociiy of 
« that act, as it ſtood in 


© my mind, I ſhould cer= 


. 2 not have uſed 
« the word murder*, but 
© having no other, I was 
< obliged to uſe that 


tc word.“ 


Mx. Box k E in 1791. 

* One cannot conceive 
* crine that defames 
human nature, of which 
this man is not charged 
in the articles of im- 
« peachment, that are 
given before your lord - 
ſhips“, — and with re- 
« ſpect 


os I. did. | e 
Q. Did it appear to 
have ſuffered from the 
changes made in the ad- 


miniſtration of it? ROS 
A. Not in the leaſt.— 


Some parts of it were even 


improved. | 

Were the nat ives 
in general ſatisfied with 
the government as eſta- 
bliſhed ſubſequent to the 
expulſion of Cheyt Sing? 


A. They certainly were 


very much ſo, excepting 
in the parts that had ſuf- 
fered under Durbedjey 
Sing, 

Q What was the ſtale 
of the police before the 
inſurrection at Benares? 

A. The ſtate of the 
police before the inſur- 
rection at Benares, I can 
only ſpeak to from hear- 
ſay—extremely bad. 

. From knowledge 
Can you ſtate 1 was 


the 


1 the laſt Houſe voted, that Mr. Burke had afed expreſſions, 
which ought not to hawe been uſed. He here alludes to that repri- 


mand. 


I It is impoſſible for any candid man to read this paſſage in Mr. 
urke's Speech, without exprefling his moſt ſincere concern, that 


an impeachment ſhould have been voted in the manner that this was. 


Is 


(72 ) 


te ſpect to the Commons 
of Great Britain, when 
& human nature is ſtirred 


© th rage againſt his 


dc crimes ;—when it is the 


e Hmpathy which God has 


4 planted in us, and hor- 
*« ror of thoſe crimes, 
% that has called the 
*« Commons to your lord- 
te ſhip's bar. When they 
* hear of murders—when 
they hear of women lern 

from their houſes,--when 
«* they hear of the muft 


e cruel 


the condition of the po- 
lice after the expulſion of 
Cheyr Sing ?  * 

A. A much better re- 
gulated police, at leaſt in 
its effects, than that of 
Logon” F 
Q. When did you quit 
India? 3 

A. 1 left Bengal in the 
month of January 1787. 

Q. During all the time 
you reſided there, in what 
eſtimation was the cha- 
racter of Mr. Haſtings 
held, both by natives and 
Europeans, in every part 
of India, where you had 
an opportunity of 9 
coming acquainted WR. 
it? 

A. Mr. Haſtings bore 

the 


It is ponſtetiy true, that every crime that can diſgrace or degrade hu- 
man nature, is charged. But how did the articles paſs; in 4 lump 
and by a general vote!!! I again affirm, that Mr. Pitt ;u/fifedall that 
Mr. Haſtings did at Benares, and merely confined his vote of con - 

demnation to the amount of the fine propoſed to be levied. That in the 

Begum article, he rejected all the allegations, except that relativs 

to the confiſcation of the treaſures. That he negatived two of the 

four allegations in the contract charge. That the ſeparate allegatons 
in the charge, called preſents, never were conſidered. On theſe 


four articles, the trial is cloſed; all the others are abandoned, dead 


and buried. 


on” 
# 54 
i 


% 2. OY. OE. GE don es 


16 


4. er racks and lortures, 


« that can be inſlicted, and 
« all this from the avarice 
&« of the man who is at your 
« Lordſbi s bar. 


Every drop of blood 
« that was ſpilt in conſe- 
« quence | of his acts, was 
« under. We charge 


« him 20115 roblerie e 


« charge him ith. for- 


& ure. we charge him 
« with cruelty. 


% The unfortunate peo- 
<< ple of England, for four - 
een years have ſuffered 


« thefe things: It is they + 


« that Jr had pati- 


«6 ence.” 


« The Commons wiſh 
40 ar this moment.to cloſe 
e the 


; 
þ 


the bigheſt public and 


private character amongft 


the natives, and Euro- 
peans. They always ſpoke 
in high terms of his diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, humanity, 


and attention to their 


laws and cuſtoms, civil 

and religious. 
Tien. Grey. 
Page 1798. 


; 


Q. During, the time 


you was in India, as far 
as you had an opportu- 
nity of collecting the ſenſe 
of the natives, in what 


eſtimation was the cha- 


racter of Mr. Haſtings 
held bythem. 

A. In the higheſt eſti- 
mation by the natives, 
whoſe manners and cuſ- 
toms he was moſt parti- 
cularly obſervant of ; and 
to conciliate the natives, 
it is indiſpenfably neceſ- 
{ary to attend to their 
prepoſſeſſions, ariſing ei- 
ther from caſt, or preju- 
Ae 

O. You having ſpoken 
of the natives; in what 
eſtimation was Mr, Haſ- 


ungs held by the army in 
5 general- 


£ 


% 


* 
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< the charge, and to pro- 
e ceed no further in any 


& of the articles now be- 


cc fore you, than thoſe on 


© which they have alrea- 
ce dy delivered their evi- 
c dence. My Lords, the 


© Commons Tejoice at the 


e approach of aday, by 


«© them ſo long wiſhed, a 
ce day which is to vindi- 
« cate and give glory, or 
« to obſcure for ever, the 


« juſtice of this king- 


% dom. The Commons 


<« have approached it with 


& amanly confidence, but 


« at the fame time, with 


„ an anxious ſolicitude 


« for the greateſt ſtake 
any nation ever did, or 
„ conld have, namely, 
whether its higheſt bo- 
dies on judicial pro- 


c ceed- 


—— with whom you 
erved ? 

A. By the army in ge- 
neral he was. molt parti- 
cularly eſteemed, as the 


addreſſes, ſuperſcribed by 


a moſt numerous body of 
officers, evinced, at the 
period when Mr., Haſ⸗- 
tings was quitting bis 5 
vernment. 

Q. Whether you arc 
at this time an officer in 
the King's ſervice, or in 
the ſervice of the Com- 
pany * 

A. In his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice. 


Colonel PoPHAM. 


Page 1802 and 4. 

Q. Did any fact fall 
under your obſervation, 
proceeding from Mr. Haſ- 
tings, that indicated ma- 
lite towards Cheyt Sing? 

A. Not in the le 
the very reverſe. 

Q. During your reſi- 
dence in India, had you 
any means of knowing in 
what eſtimation Mr. Haſ- 
tings was with the natives 
of that country, with the 
army, and with the Britiſh 
ſubjects reſident there? 


A.I 


- 


(4754) 


er ceedings; whether its 
e higheſt tribunals ſhall 
« yindicate that juſtice, 
without which no Go- 


« yernment can ſtand; 


** whether they ſhall vin- 


« dicate the diſpenſations 
« of providence, that has 
ce committed ſo great an 
te empire in ſo diſtant a 
« country to Great Bri- 
ce tain; whether this coun- 
* try has energy and abi- 
&« lity to protect them; whe- 
« ther we ſhould retain a 
c countey ſo remote and 
ce and diſtant, notwith- 
| % ſtanding all the difficul- 


ties that nature has 


ce thrown in our way. 


75 My Lords, I venture 
e to ſay, this day, is a day 
* moſt juſtly defired by 

© the 


** 


A. I believe he was 


held in the firſt eſteem 


by the natives of the 
country, as a man of high 
honour and benevolence; 


and by the army in ge- 
neral, 


as an exceſſive 
good ſervant to the Com- 
pany and the nation.— 


A man whom 1 myſelf 


wopld wiſh to ſerve un- 
der, or with, in prefer- 
ence to any of my ac- 
quaintance, in ſo high a 


Character and ſtation, as 
he has been. 


Captain SIMES. 
Lou ſaid when you 
laſt went to India, it was 
ſubſequent to the com- 


mencement of this trial. 


Were the charges againſt 
Mr. Haſtings generally 
known in India, when 
you went there laſt ? 

A. They were. 

Q. Was it known that 


he was then under trial ? 


A. It was. 
Qt. In what eſtimation 
was the character of Mr. 
Haſtings during the whole 
period of your being in 

India? 9 5 
A. I believe with fewer 
„ EXCEp 


* „ 
82 N 
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the Houſe of Com- 


© mons. 


„When he (Mr. Haſ- 
< tings) complains of the 
* bard language that has 
© been uſed to him, he 


* complains id. 


c Hard language, tet it 
* come from Whom it Will, 
« if not ſupported by hard 
facts, reboumds only to the 
« diſzrace of the per ſou who 
ce wfes it, and as to the 
t priſoner, it turns to 
All the hard 
te words are gone, and if 


« empty air. 


*-any traces of them remain, 


e they. only remain to blacken 


* tbe perſons who have uſed 
„ them without ſufficient 
L evidence to juſtif them 
ein the uſe of ſuch lan- 


* "guage. - 


Proſecution as before? 


exceptions, than falls to 
the lot of moſt perſons in 
a high official capacity. 
Mr. Haſtings was reſpect- 
ed and applauded in his 
public capacity; eſteemed 


and beloved in private 


iir... 
Q. Where there any 


repreſentations made, that 


you know of, againſt Mr. 
Haſtings by , any of the 
natives? 

A. None that L ever 


heard again/? him. I heard 


in India, that petitions 


had been tranſmitted by 


the natives of India, on 
hehalf of Mr. Haſtings. 
Q. Do you know in 
v hat eſtimation Mr. Haſ⸗ 
tings was, with men in 


high rank in India, the 


princes in India? 


A. I have already laid 


that I have heard Mr. 


Haſtings univerſally well 
ſpoken 8 

Q. Whether what you | 
have deſcribed of the eſ- 
timation of the natives 
reſpecting Mr. Haſtings, 
continued to be the ſame, 
after their knowledge of the 


A. As 


4 
* 


HFlaſtings. This was the 


190 


A. As far as I had the 
means of knowing, they 
certainly did not alter 
their opinion. 
Defence 179 3. 
Page 1970. 
Lieu. SHULDHAM. 
Q. Was the impeach- 
ment of Mr. Haſtings ge- 
nerally known in India ? 
A. It was. 5 
In what eſtimation 
was Mr. Haſtings held 
by the natives, after their 
knowledge of that fact ? 
A. I have no perſonal 


knowledge of Mr. Haſ- 
tings. I am not acquaint- 
ed with him, nor do I 


ſpeak from any favours I 
ever received from him, 
for none have been con- 
ferred. I ſpeak from the 
communication of the na- 
tives, and the people of 
India themſelves. As a 
public character, I do not 
believe there ever has 
been, or ever will be, a 


more able Governor; and 


as 4 private character, 1 
do not believe there ex- 
iſts a more benevolent 
or a better man than Mr. 


uni- 


L 78 J 


univerſal opinion, of both 
Europeans and natives. 


Colonel Dur. 
Page 1974 

Q. As you have been 
thirty years in India, and 
been in England /fince the 
commencement of this trial, 
and returned 10 India, you 
have had opportunities of 
conſulting and collecting 
the ſentiments of the peo- 
ple in India, at different 
periods. In what eſtima- 
tion is the character of 

Mr. Haſtings in Iadia? 
A. Mr. Haſtings's cha- 
racter always ſtood very 
high in India, and ill 
continues ſo, ſince they 
knew of his being tried; 
and they conſider him, as 


Ido at this moment, as a 


very good, and a very in- 
jured man. . þ 

. Do you 0 
„ nt hn Ft both 
Europeans and natives? 

A. I ſpeak of both Eu- 
ropeans and natives? 

Q. Is this teſtimony 
you have given of Mr 
Haſtings, the reſult of 
any private obligation to 


Mr. Haſtings ? 
| | A. No; 


1 


A. No; It is not. I 
even thought myſelf hurt 
by Mr. Haſtings's con- 
duct, when in India, but 
that did not hinder me 
from joining in a ſtrong 
letter, with all the reſt of 
my brother officers, ac- 
knowledging the ſenſe we 


had of Mr. Haſtings's 


conduct. I ſtill continue * 
of the ſame way of thinking. 
Major LuUMsSDAINE. 
Page 1981. 
Q. In what eſtimation 
was Mr. Haſtings held, 
both by the natives of the 
country, and by the Eu- 
ropean inhabitants, dur- 
ing all the time you re- 
ſided there, and particu- 
larly towards the cloſe of 
his Government? 
A. Mr. Haſtings, dur- 
ing the whole period of 


his adminiſtration, was 


held in the greateſt vene- 
ration and eſteem by the 
inhabitants of the coun- 
try, and was generally 
looked upon, as a very 
great and good man, and 
highly reſpeted. 
John W oMBWELL, Eg. 
Page 1997 
Q. Having reſided in 
India 


Ca 3 


India during twelve years, 
in what eſtimation was 
the character of Mr. Haſ- 
tings generally held by 
the natives of the coun- 

3 

A. I do not believe 
there was a name in Eu- 


rope more revered than 


the name of Mr. Haſtings 
was, by the natives of In- 
dia. > 

Do you mean it is 
impoſſible for any name 
in any country to be held 


in higher eſtimation than 


that of Mr. Haſtings, 
zwas, and is, in India? 
. 

Fumes Peter AuRIOL, Eſq. 
OE Page 2007. 

Q. Having ſtated the 
length of time that you 
was in India; in what eſ- 
timation during the whole 
period of your ſervice, 
was the character and 
conduct of Mr. Haſtings 
held? 1 
A. I believe no per- 
ſon exiſting has a more 
accurate knowledge of 
India and its inhabitants 
than Mr. Haſtings. I 
think no man could be 
more zealouſly attentive 

than 


11 J 


than he was, to advance 

the proſperity of the coun- 

try; to ſecure the welfare 

und happineſs of the peo- 

ple, and at the ſame time, 

to promote the intereſts 

of his employers, and the 

parent ſtate. The inha- 

bitants of India, both Eu- 

ropeans and natives, with 

very few exceptions, re- 

vered and loved Mr. Haſ- 

8 tings, for his able and good 
SE © OP” conduct in public life ; 
andadmired andeſteemed 

him for his benevolence 

and humanity in private 


life. I believe there ne- | 


ver was a character in 
India, which ſtood higher 
. | with the people there than 
” | Mr. Haſtings, both for 
his public and ae 
virtues. 


1:26; Sethe . which bas already 
appeared, I have now the opportunity of adding 
the ſubſtance of the teſtimony of the Mar- 
quis Cornwallis, which was, that Mr. Haſtings 

was generally eſteemed and rel] pected by the na- 

tives of India, — that the rebellion of the Begum, 
vas a fact commonly reported in India That 
5 M „„ 


( 82 
the confiſcation of fifty-five lacks of rupees from 
the treaſures in her poſſeſſion in 1782, had not 
reduced her to a ſtate of pecuniary diſtreſs — 
That neither from that meaſure, nor from the 
_ expulſion of Cheyt Sing, had the Britiſh name 
and character ſuffered in the opinion of the Prin- 
ces of India, as his Lordſhip ever heard. —That 
no perſonal complaint had been made againſt 
Mr. Haſtings, during his Lordſhip's admini- 
ſtration, though every perſon under the Britiſh 
Government had the privilege to complain if 
he choſe.—That it was publicly known in India, 
that Mr. Haſtings was on his trial in England, 
hat the natives of India entertained the ſame 
ſentiments of reſpe& and eſteem for Mr. Haſ- 
tings when his Lordſhip quitted India laft year, 
as when he arrived in 1786.—That when the 
.combination was -formed againſt the Britiſh 
power in India in 1779, in the laſt general war, 
it was a period of great danger and difficulty, 
and that Mr. Haſtings by ſucceſsfully reſiſting 
that confederacy, and preſerving the Britiſh Em- 
pire entire, had performed great and effential 
fervices to his country. His Lordſhip alſo ſaid, 
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chat he hoped and believed the natives under 
the Britiſh Government enjoyed a greater de- 
gree of freedom, ſecurity, and happineſs, than 
the natives of any other part of India.—To this 
evidence his-Lordſhip added, that he had the - 
higheſt opinion of the honour, integrity, and 
abilities, of Sir John Shore, the n Gover- 
nor General of een 3 


I muſt again PETR that as the extracts from 
the ſpeeches and minutes apply ta general /ubjefts, 
and as they have all been often publiſhed, and 
the principal parts many years ago, 1 truſt it wall 
not be ſuppoſed that I have taken an improper 
liberty, with either Houſe of ane in re- 
printing them now. | 

Moch as the adler which have occurred in 
this trial are to be lamented, yet it is impoſlible 
io reflect upon the occurrences that have hap- 


« The 83 of Sir john Shore, as to the improved 
ſtate of Bengal under the e eg of Mr. Haſtings, is 
f in the preceding pages. | 


8 


2 pened 


1 
pened in the courſe of it, without joining moſt 
cordially in the eulogium which Lord Morning- 


ton lately, and ſo much to his honour, has pro- 


nounced on the Britiſh conſtitution.:. 


Though it be true that this is the ſeventh 
year of the trial of Mr. Haſtings :—though it 
be true that every opprobrious epithet which the 
Engliſh Language affords has been applied to 
him :—though it be true that two doctors of 
civil law, four barriſters, and two ſolicitors have 
been employed againſt him, at an expence that 
would pay for euer, the honourable penſions ſet- 
tled on the poſterity of Lord Chatham, and 
Lord Rodney yet (for the honour of all par- 
ties I ſay it) Mr. Haſtings has had every oppor- 
tunity to defend himſelf, that the law of the 
land allows to an accuſed individual. He has 
been permitted to oppoſe evidence to aſſertions; 
to addreſs the court by his counſel, and to ſpeał 
himſelf, as often as he choſe. He has been 
permitted to do, what no man under an ac- 
cuſation by the Commons ever did before, . to 
N publicly in Weſtminſter Hall, in the 

preſence 
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prefence of his accuſers, and to his judges, 
„That the King's Miniſters had voted as mem- 
bers of parliament, to impeach him for form- | 

« ing arrangements, which had received their 
complete approbation, and which {till ſubſiſt- 
« ed.“ He his been permitted to add, © That 
« the King's Miniſters alſo voted to impeach 
"0 him, for having ruined, oppreſſed, and de- 
10 ſtroyed the natives of Bengal, although the 
” falſehood of the charge muſt be apparent to 
4 every man, who is not prepared to prove, 
„ that the Miniſter of India has annually pre- 
« ſented falſe accounts to the Jouſe of Com- 


Waise 


r. Haſtings has alſo been permitted to ad- 
Fi as evidence, the teſtimonials of the various- 
ranks and deſcriptions of the natives of India; 
the addreſſes preſented and tranſmitted to him 
by the Britiſh inhabitants of Calcutta, and, the 
officers of the army. He has alſo been allowed 
to produce as evidence, the thanks of the pro: 
prietors, and of the directors of the Eaſt-In- 
dia Company, 18 for the long, faithful, and | 


* My. Haſtings's ſpeech in 1791. 
5 able 
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8 I - able e he had 8 to the, 4 COMse 
ü £, pany.” 


In differences between the managers and the 

counſel, on the admiſſion of evidence, the queſ- 
tions were ſubmitted to the judges of the land; 
their opinions have invariably decided the 
court. Great as the power of ihe proſecutors 
{LES As, and ought to be, proſecuting as they do, in 
| f x * SA the name of all 1he Commons of Grea! Britain, the 
| parties were equal, in a Court of Juſtice, and 
both have yielded to the law of the land,* 
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How different have thoſe impeachments been 


I gn ſenſible that in the courſe of this trial, Mr. Borke 

. das oſten contended, that the Commons were not to be talk- 
ed to as other proſecutors, and that he has quoted paſſages 
from the trial of the Earl of Strafford, ta ſhew how groſsly 
that republican bigot Mr. Pym inſulted the anceſtor of Mr. 
Burke's patron, the late Marquis of Rockingham ; But the 
Court, in every inſtance, in the trial af Mr. Haſtings, bas 
afforded him 'corplete protection. In the caſe of Lord Stratford 
5 mobs ſurrounded the Court, and inſulted the Lords. At laſt 
itte noble Earl was condemned, by a bill of attainder, or in 
the words of many of our hiſtorians, he was murdered, under 
the form of law, to ſatiate the vengeance of that republi- 
can faction, which 1 the * ſcaf- 

fold. 
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conducted 
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vention of F rance ? Hard admirably ws LG 
Mornington expoled ** the fi ury of their n 
e the ſanguinary ſpirit of their judges, their qpen 


«© violation of all the rules and principles of ei- 2 ek 


“ dence which have been deviſed for the protec- 


tion of innocence, by the wiſdom, juſtice, and * 


c bumanity of civilized nations“ 


Can any man read the trials of the unfortu- 
nate monarch of France, or of, his Wen 
queen, of the deputies, or the general aſſicers, 
who have been executed, without glorying that 
he is an Engliſhman ? In France, accuſation and 
condemnation, where the Government as it is 
called, proſecutes, are one and the fame thing. 
In England, where the Houſe of Commons has 
proſecuted for ſeven years, in the name of all 
the people, it is not even infinuated, that the 
known and fixed rules for trials in eien 
caſes, bas been deparres ſrom. 

The only complaint in the caſe of Mr. Haſ- 
tings i is the inſufferable We of the trial.— 
| That 


* 
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That delays have occurred from the great length © 


of the managers ſpeeches, and from their put- 
ting over and over again the ſame queſtions to 
witneſſes, from the latg hour at which the two 
houſes were aſſembled; and from-the few days 
given in each week by the Lords, hias been often 
aſſerted. But the firſt, the great, and moſt im: 
portant cauſe of the delay, I hold to be owing 
to the late Houſe of Commons, who from ac- 
cident, and not deſign, I am ſufe, adopted a 
mode of voting the articles, which made them 
ſo very voluminous, that much time was abſo- 
_ 3 for going Arete even a 1 


: Mat 6:70 3h 1 nt” = 
II in > life of any man now living, another 
Am peachment ſhould be voted, I am- ſure the 
; Hour of Commons, profiting by experience, 
will come to a_ ſpecific vote; upon every criminal 
8 alraſalibn chat by ſhould ſend to che en 
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